WORKERS OF THE 
WORLD UNITE! 


VOL, II - No. 25. 


Socialist Appeal 


OFFICIAL WEEKLY ORGAN OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


Saturday, June 18, 1938 


gs 401 


| INTERNATIONAL! 


FOR THE FOURTH | 


Five Cents per Copy 


Answer Hague and Harvey | 


With Workers’ Defense 


What was expected should cause no surprise when it 
happens. 

Borough President George U. Harvey of Queens has 
associated himself with Frank Hague, the Jersey Hitler. 

In two speeches delivered by Harvey last week, he 
declared : ; 

“I am for Hague 100 per cent. We need more like 
him... There are only two men in the East who think 
more of their country than they do of themselves. They 
are Frank Hague and myself.” 

Then, aceording to the New York Herald-Tribune 
(June 10, 1988), “he mentioned that.in Italy ‘they gave 
the communists a dose of castor oil in addition to the 
rubber hose’ and reminded the veterans that he was 
among the first in New York to advocate using the 
rubber hose on communists.” 

Hague does not conceal his intention of keeping any 
and every working class organization he disagrees with 
from exercizing the right of free speech in Jersey City, 
and of using all the methods of reactionary mob viol- 
ence to enforce his dictatorship. 


An Admirer Of Mussolini 


Harvey does not conceal his admiration for Musso- 
lini’s barbaric Blackshirts and their methods—castor 
oil and rubber hose—and his intention to emulate them 
in his bailiwick. 

Tomorrow, fascist elements elsewhere will copy the 
Hagues and Harveys, if the workers allow them to get 
away with it now. 

What is to be done to stop this fascist sore from 
spreading? : 

Whoever tells the workers to stand with folded arms, 
to appeal to the “courts of justice” or to the “impartial 
government,” is paralyzing the labor movement in its 
struggle against these fascists. 

In Italy, the socialist and trade union leaders con- 
fined their efforts to appeals to the “liberal govern- 
ment” and ended by spending their lives in fascist pri- 
sons or in exile. 

In Germany, the workers were brought under the 
heel of Hitler by the social-democratic leaders who 
kept pleading with the government “to act” against 
the Nazis. 

All the wisdom of these leaders is concentrated in the 
idea of getting anybody and everybody to undertake 
the job which only the working class, by its own action, 
can undertake and carry through. 

The Communist Party supports Roosevelt in the name 
of “democracy versus fascism.” -But Hague could not 
last a minute without the tacit support of Roosevelt 
and the National Committee of the Democratic Party 
of which they are both an integral part. The Com- 
munist Party supported LaGuardia for Mayor of New 
York in the last election—also in the name of “demo- 
cracy versus fascism.” But the same LaGuardia came 
out for the election of Harvey as the Queens Borough 
President. 


Thomas Courts Reactionaries 


Norman Thomas, leader of the Socialist Party, ap- 
parently believés that the struggle for liberty and 
against fascism can be won by allying himself with 
such arch-reactionary enemies of labor as Herbert 
Hoover, Alfred Landon, Owen D. Young and John W. 
Davis. 

Their road is the road to disaster. 

The only way in which the workers can protect them- 
selves against the fascist dictators is by organized 
defense. 

If the workers of Jersey City, especially the unions 
of the C.1.0., really mean to hold public meetings, in 
spite of Hague’s mobsters, there is an easy way to do 
it: Surround every meeting with a strong Labor De- 
fense Guard, sufficiently numerous, determined, dis- 
ciplined and trained to ward off any attacks. 

If the workers of Queens, who hate fascism and its 
petty dictators, are to answer the threat of castor oil 
and rubber hose, they must organize their self-defense 
groups. 

Nobody every gained his rights by begging for them 
on bended knee. Nobody ever kept his rights by plead- 
ing with those who are destroying them. The masses 
have a right to defend themselves from the fascists. And 
only by exercizing that right can they insure the pre- 
servation of all their rights. 


SWP Intensifies Campaign 


Against Firetraps In N.Y. 


NEW YORK.—In a week of; reeking East Side slum. 


intense activity, the lower East 
Side Branch of the Socialist 
Workers Party and its youth 
section, the Young People’s So- 
cialist League, have been follow- 
ing up the campaign inaugurated 
last week to galvanize New 
York’s slum population into an 
organized fight against the fire- 
trap tenement menace. 

The campaign, which was in- 
augurated when a woman, Mrs. 
Esther Cohen, and one of her 
children met death in a tenement 
blaze at Avenue B and Houston 
Street, in which more than a 
score of persons were injured on 
June 4, swept forward as our 
comrades continued intensive 
‘work through the streets of the 


Every night during the past 
week hundreds of workers sign- 
ed a petition to the authorities, 
drawn up by the S.W.P., de- 
manding that all families living 
in old-law tenements be imme- 
diately moved into safe and sani- 
tary homes, that the cost of 
moving be borne by the city, that 
the moving entail no increased 
rents, and that all old-law tene- 
ments be closed up and demolish- 
ed, The number of signatures is 
already well over the 1,000 mark. 
Workers eagerly contributed mo- 
ney and pledged their aid in 
carrying the campaign further. 

Bringing home in striking 
fashion the ever-present fire peril 

(Continued on puge 2) 


Political Strike 
Staged in Newark 


NEWARK, N. J.—The first 
workers’ political strike in 
many years occurred here 
Jast week as an aftermath of 
the Thomas riot in Military 
Park of the week before, when 
the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union called 
out all its 2,800 members to 
attend the session of the City 
Commission at which Norman 
Thomas was scheduled to 
speak and at which the riot 
itself was to be discussed, 

More than 1,000 of the 2,800 
garment workers who quit the 
shops appeared at City Hall 
to demonstrate their protest 
against curtailment of civil 
liberties for workers’ organi- 
zations. This number was 
swelled by hundreds of others, 
including a goodly represen- 
tation from the Workers Al- 
liance, 

A pamphlet published by the 
North Jersey District of the 
Socialist Workers Party, “The 
Fight Against Hagueism: A 
Program of Action,” is being 
received eagerly by the work- 
ers wherever it is sold. 


WPA Workers 
To Have New 
Deal Pay Cut 


Will Affect More Than 
25,000 On Jobs In 
New York 


NEW YORK—W.P.A. white 
collar workers were given an- 
other taste of New Deal “pro- 
gress” last week when Col. So- 
mervell, W.P.A. administrator in 
New York City, announced a 5 
per cent pay cut for 11,703 em- 
ployees previously earning $103.40 
monthly—top salary for securi- 
ty wage employees. The next 
day he--stated that 14,559 lower 
paid clerks would receive still 
more drastic cuts, averaging a- 
bout 15 per cent. 

The workers involved knew 
about impending slashes in pay 
months ago, when it was an- 
nounced that as a result of a 
White House conference the pre- 
sident had decreed a maximum 
salary on W.P.A. of $1,000 per 
man-year, including costs of the 
projects. 


Leaders Back President 


Instead of rallying the work- 
ers for action against the Ad- 
ministration to forestall these 
pay cuts, the Stalinist leadership 
of the various relief and W.P.A. 
unions (Workers Alliance, W.P.A. 
Teachers Union, Artists Union, 
Federation of Architects, Engin- 
eers, Chemists and Technicians) 
spent all their energy in a blan- 
ket endorsement of the pres- 


ident’s so-called recovery pro- 
gram. 
Militants in these organiza- 


tions pointed out that such com- 
plete support of an inadequate 
relief appropriation bill would 
only pave the way for pay cuts 
and dismissals, The Stalinists 
replied with the slogan: “Pass 
the Recovery Bill to stop wage 
cuts.” Result: the bill is well 
on the way to final adoption, and 
the workers have had their pay 
cut. 

Every W.P.A. organization 
in New York is completely and 
bureaucratically controlled by the 
Communist Party. Some of the 
unions have been reduced to mere 
paper organs of People’s Front- 
ism. Inasmuch as a_ properly 
conducted struggle of these or- 
ganizations would be one direct- 
ed against the national and city 
governments, the bosses of the 
W.P.A. workers, the Stalinists 
sacrifice the interests of the 
workers to support of the gov- 
ernment, A rank-and-file march 
on Washington to protest the 
$1,000 ruling was originally plan- 
ned for the week-end of June 25. 
When it appeared as if this ac- 
tion might really create a rum- 
pus in Washington, the plans 
were changed completely, 


To Picket “Reactionaries” 


Instead of a rank-and-file march 
with hundreds of workers travel- 
ing by any means at their dis- 
posal, the leadership has sub- 
stituted a plan of sending dele- 
gates at a cost of $8 each. In- 
stead of going on Saturday when 
the workers were free, they are 
to go on Monday, June 27, which 
increases the cost of each dele- 
gate by the day's pay he will 

(Continued on page 2) 


C.P.Stooges 


Frankensteen And Four 


have again made a desperate 


its president, Homer Martin. 


“Twenty-point” program and 


special meeting of the Executive 
Board was called in Detroit to 
consider proposals to institute 
group insurance for the Auto 
Workers Union. 


Martin Absent 


Martin was away in New York 
in connection with the drive in 
the aircraft industry, Several 
other board members were ab- 
sent from Detroit. The Stalinists 
saw their big opportunity to 
catch the opposition urtawares. 
Determined to make good their 
last defeat, they began playing 
upon the personal grievances of 
several of the conservative mem- 
bers of the Martin group. In re- 
turn for votes, the Stalinists 
promised support for these mem- 
bers’ personal “beefs” and com- 
plaints. 

Confident now of a clear major- 
ity, the Stalinists boldly entered 
the Executive Board meeting and 
proposed to reverse the program 
and decisions of the last regular 
board meeting. Vice-president 
Thomas, who was in the chair, 
declared them out of order, stat- 
ing that the special meeting was 
called solely to consider the ques- 
tion of group insurance. The 
Stalinist speaker appealed from 


the decision of .the chair. With 


that the meeting broke up in an 
uproar! 


Stalinist Double-Cross 


Most of the auto unionists 
took the Stalinistst word for 
good coin and believed that, with 
the unanimous adoption of a 
union program, the factional 
struggle would end and peace 
and unity would be achieved. So 
much the more bitter and resent- 


ful was their reaction to the 
Stalinist double cross! à 
Thursday afternoon, Martin 


returned to Detroit and after a 
few brief conferences, left for 
Washington, D, C. to meet with 
John J. Lewis. Martin was de- 
termined to have a showdown 
with the Stalinists and wanted 
to have Lewis’ approval for the 
suspension of seyeral of the Sta- 
linist officers. On Sunday, June 
12, the entire Executive Board 
met with Lewis in Washington, 
D. C. and after a six-hour con- 
ference, Martin announced the 


DETROIT.—Two weeks after their crushing defeat at 
the sessions of the third Executive Board the Stalinists 


Automobile Workers of America and for the ousting of 


Completely routed at the last board meeting, their aims 
exposed, they were forced to accept 


dutifully attaching their signatures, promised to return 
to their districts and honestly execute the union program. 
On Wednesday, June 8, another® 


Suspended 


By Martin To Forestall 
Bid For U.A.W.Control 


Others Are Affected By 


Order; Stalinists Violate Agreement To 
Observe 20-Point Program 


bid for power in the United 


humbly Martin’s 
their followers on the board, 


Suspends Five 


HOMER MARTIN 


suspension of Mortimer, Hall, 
Frankensteen, Addes and Welles, 
with the approval of the major- 
ity of the board. A special board 
meeting will be called to conduct 


a trial into the charges against 


the suspended members. 
Membership Ignored 


In general; disciplinary mea- 
sures are bad in a union, unless 
the great majority of the mem- 
bership understands the issues 
involved and agrees with the ne- 
cessity for the imposition of dis- 
cipline. Otherwise confusion and 
panic ensues and a great portion 
of the progressive membership 
fear that their democratie rights 
are being violated and destroyed. 
The Martin leadership has fail- 
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Japanese Air N, Y. Painters 
Deal Blow At 
CP Wreckers 


Ousting Of Weinstock From Top Post In District 
Council Marks High Point In Rank-and-File 


Raids Ravage 
China’s Cities 
Air Attacks On Canton 


Take Immense Toll 
Of Human Life 


Under the leadership of its 
newly-formed “War Cabinet,” 
Japan is making a desperate ef- 
fort to push its robber war in 
China to a rapid conclusion. 

The chief manifestation of the 
new drive was 16 days of unre- 
mitting aerial bombardment of 
the thickly - crowded civilian 
quarters of Canton. Nearly 4,000 
men, women and children were 
killed by this merciless aerial 
offensive which continued with- 
out let-up while the powers de- 
livered so-called humanitarian 
protests to Tokio. 


Canton Unaided 


Chiang Kai-shek left Canton to 
its fate. Not a single Chinese 
airplane rose to repel these un- 
precedented attacks. There were 
only the feeble puffs of futile 
anti-aircraft batteries which were 
no menace at all to the attack- 
ers. 

Meanwhile in both Hankow and 
Tokyo new developments of the 
utmost significance were taking 
place, which clearly indicated 
that on-both sides the war is 
entering into a new phase. 

In Tokyo, along with the de- 
cision to carry out “unlimited” 
or “total” warfare in China, 
preparations were made to put 
in force most of the provisions 
of the National Mobilization Law 
which is designed to mobilize all 
the material and human resources 
of the country under the rigid 
control of a virtual military dic- 
tatorship. Effort is also being 
pushed to hasten plans for the 
immediate economic exploitation 
of North China in the hope of 
lightening the terrific burdens 
which the war has already plac- 
ed upon the frail economic struc- 
ture of Japan. 


Repression Under Way 


In Hankow, the increasing 
military difficulties on the Cen- 
tral China front were paralleled 
by the beginning of repressive 
measures against Communists 
and against various left-wing 
intellectuals and organizations. 

Following the collapse of the 
defenses around Hsuchow three 
weeks ago, the Chinese retreat 
along the Lunghai Railway turn- 
ed into a virtual rout. The situa- 
ton bore many distinct similar- 
ities to the conditions that existed 
after the fall of Shanghai last 
November, when the Chinese 
army, ill-armed, ill-fed and sa- 
botaged by its own command, 
finally broke in panic across the 
Yangtse delta. 

That rout was followed by the 
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N.Y. Committee Launches Fund To 
Assist Persecuted Revolutionists 


The desperate plight of revolutionary re- 


fugees who are denied all relief 


to work, and who are threatened with deporta- 
tion from France and Czechoslovakia, has cal- 


jed forth an organized effort to 


aid. Last week the American Fund for Political 
Prisoners and Refugees was organized in New 


and the right 


come to their 


York City, with George Novack as Secretary. 


The members of the Committee are: Martin 
Abern, James Burnham, James P. Cannon, Rose 
Karsner, Pearl Kluger, Harry Milton, Fannie 
Neff, George Novack, Lyman Paine, and Jac 
Since all the members of this 
committee have had a wide and varied exper- 
ience in defense work, it is to be expected that 
energetic action, already too long delayed, will 
be forthcoming on behalf of the harried and 


Wasserman. 


persecuted victims of European 


reaction, 


homes for themselves. Laws have been passed 
denying them citizenship and making it im- 
possible for non-citizens to obtain any work. 
Hundreds are in danger of being deported to 
Fascist countries, where concentration camps 
and death await them. 


PLIGHT OF REVOLUTIONISTS 


But it is the plight of revolutionary refugees 
which js the most tragic of all. Denied relief 
by liberal and Stalinist organizations and con- 
stantly harried by the government, they lead 
a precarious existence, in constant danger of 
being deported. Outright starvation is the fate 
of many of them. Some, driven to desperation, 
have already turned to suicide as the only alter- 
native to slow starvation. 


The American Fund for Political Prisoners 


NOVACK AS SECRETARY 


George Novack is widely known as the former 
secretary of the American Committee for the 
Defense of Leon Trotsky, one of the most effi- 
ciently conducted and successful defense acti- 
vities seen in the United States. He will be 
assisted by Pearl Kluger, who was also asso- 
ciated with him in the work of that committee. 

The growing tide of reaction in Europe has 
forced thousands of revolutionary workers to 
flee their homes. From Italy, Germany, Austria, 
Spain and other countries, they sought refuge 
in the lands of “democracy.” 

The “democratic” governments of France and 
Czechoslovakia have, within the last few 
months, made it virtually impossible for these 
refugees to rehabilitate their lives, to make new 


and Refugees has been organized to raise funds 
for these revolutionists, to enable them to live 
and to fight deportation into the hands of the 
Fascist butchers. Plans are under way to form 
local bodies in all the’ main centers to aid the 
work of the American Fund, 


RUSH AID NOW! 


The American Fund calls upon workers to 
aid it in raising funds for this purpose. Give 
now to enable these valiant comrades to live 
and to fight for their ideals! Collection lists 
are now available and may be obtained at the 
office of the American Fund, Room 1609, 100 
Fifth Avenue, New York City. Checks and 
money orders should be made payable to George 
Novack, secretary, and sent to tke office of the 
Fund, 


Revolt Against 


The Stalinists 


VICTORY FOR PROGRESSIVES 


NEW YORK. — Climaxing a 
long but only recently organized 
struggle, progressives in the 
New York painters union won 
a signal victory last week in the 
defeat of Louis Weinstock, Sta- 
linist secretary-treasurer of Dis- 
trict Council No, 9, by a major- 
ity of 449 to 385 of his own local 
union. 

Locali Union 848 nominated 
Lewis J. Stevens, the progressive 
candidate for the highest office 
in the District Council in accord- 
ance with the union’s by-laws, 
which require that a candidate 
in district-wide general elections 
must first receive the nomina- 
tion of his own local in the pri- 
maries. 


Resentment Against Stalinists 


The elimination of Weinstock 
from the race by a local which 
in the past supported him almost 
unanimously is significant of the 
nation-wide sweep of progressive 
resentment against the Stalinist 
union-busters in the entire trade 
union movement. 

Wherever these agents of Sta- 
lin’s G.P.U. have in the past 
managed to seize trade union ad- 
ministrations, as in seamen’s 
unions and the furriers’ union 
strong rank and-file opposition 
groups have arisen to challenge 
their rule and to organize for 
their exposure ‘and removal from 
office. Weinstock’s defeat fore- 
shadows the doom of Stalinism 
in the trade unions as a whole. 
It will undoubtedly serve as a 
tremendous impetus to progres- 
sives in other labor organizations. 

The Stalinist big shot’s rout 
in Local 848 was more than dup- 
licated by a two to one landslide 
against another Communist 
Party candidate for the same 
office, a certain Schnurman, in 
Local 892. The progressive who 
defeated Schnurman, William 
Haupt, has declined in favor of 
L. J. Stevens, A third G.P.U, 
candidate for the office of sec- 
retary-treasurer, one Morris 
Gainer, who was nominated by 
Local 905—the C.P. stronghold 
in the union — was found to be 
ineligible because of time re- 
quirements. 


Rally To Stooge 


They have consequently rallied 
around one of their stooges no- 
minated by Local 51, one Al 
Ghidoni, a man whom they do 
not deign to present before the 
members of the various locals 
for campaigning because of his 
obvious lack of qualifications: he 
is neither a speaker nor an or- 
ganizer nor much of anything 
except an obedient hand-raiser. 
Their whole procedure in the 
matter shows that the Stalinists 
were entirely taken by surprise 
and that they are entering into 


the election campaign in complete 
disarray, relying entirely on a 
straight machine vote, 

Progressives. in all the locals 
are cheered by the victory in 
Local 848. The Inter-Local Con- 
ference of Progressive Clubs 
which was formed only recently, 
and which has been conducting a 
splendid fight against the Wein- 
stock administration through its 
weekly paper, the “Progressive 
Painter,’ has endorsed Stevens 
unanimously to head the slate 
running under its banner in the 
elections scheduled for Saturday, 
June 25. 


At a mass meeting held last 
Saturday in the Labor Temple 
on East 84th Street, Stevens and 
the progressive candidates for 
business agents were acclaimed 
by a crowd of nearly 1,000 
painters who packed the hall to 
capacity. Spokesmen of the pro- 
gressives appeared confident and 
said that their chances of suc- 
cess in the elections were the best 
in the two years since the Sta- 
linists came to power in the 
umon. 


The Secret Ballot 


From the first, the “Progres- 
sive Painter,” now in its fifth 
week of publication, has claimed 
that secret’ balloting would show 
the membership in growing op- 
position to the administration. 
Wherever the secret balleg was 
used in reférendims, the paper 
pointed out,- the progressives 
were constantly making head- 
way, Winning one local after 
another, Wherever open voting 
was in effect, the administration 
won by intimidation and by 
punishing opponents through job 
discrimination. In Local 848, 
Weinstock won a referendum on 
the establishment of a “mainten- 
ance department” only last 
month by a heavy majority of 350 
to 18 in an open vote. The voting 
on candidates, which according to 
the by-laws must take place by 
secret ballot, showed conclusively 
that Weinstock’s referendum 
majority was entirely a product 
of the members’ fear of retalia- 
tion. 

One of the strongest planks in 
the progressive program is, 
therefore, the demand for the use 
of the secret ballot in al) voting 
on district-wide propositions ex- 
cept strikes. Among other planks 
in the program, around which the 
opposition has rallied the rank- 
and-file, are the following: 1. 
The establishment of a machine 
rotation system such as is used 
in other building trade wmions 
for a fair dispensation of jobs 
coming into the district office 
among the members; 2. the elec- 
tion of all paid officials—no ap- 
pointments; 3. for a genuine 


(Continued on page 2) 


Youthful Revolutionist Is 
Arrested By GPU In Spain 


“Independent News" reports 
the arrest of Wilebaldo Solano, 
leader of the Iberian Commun- 
ist Youth (P.O.U.M.) as well 
as several other members of the 
same organization. Following the 
attempted frame-up of Munis, 
Adolpho and other Bolshevik- 
Leninists, reported in the Social- 
ist Appeal of May 28, the G.P.U. 
and its allies are apparently 
moving against all Spanish re- 
volutionists still at Hberty. 

Wilebaldo Solano is not un- 
known among the revolutionary 
youth. He is the leader of an 
organization which has furnished 
the revolutionary fronts of the 
civil war with hundreds of brave 
and heroic combattants. The 
number of his comrades-in-arms 
who figure on the honor role of 
revolutionary martyrs is legion. 

While these heroes of the 
struggle against Franco languish 
in prison under charges of treas- 
on and espionage, the leader of 
the anti-Trotskyist campaign 
against them — a man named 
Jaime Casadamont, head of the 


Stalinist Unified Socialist Youth 
(J.S.U.), whose Trotsky-killing 
brought him such titles of ac- 
claim as “beloved leader,” “shin- 
ing guide,” “illustrious chief,” 
etc.—has been unmasked as a 
pure and simple Fascist! 

Of course, this case ‘is not just 
an ironic incident. Every Fascist 
who wanted to protect his hide 
has found that simple enough. 
All that was necessary was to 
get a P.S.U.C. or J.S.U. card 
and join in leading the fight 
against “Trotskyism.” The Sta- 
linists have from the first pur- 
sued a policy of “extending hands 
to the discontented Fascists.” 
Not a single Fascist, on the 
other hand, has been able to hide 
in the ranks of the Iberian Com- 
munist Youth. 

Solano’s life is in danger! 
Every true anti-Fascist, every 
true friend of workers’ Spain, 
must come to his aid! Protest 
the arrest and imprisonment of 
the heroic I.C.U. comrades, the 


veterans of 1936. 
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Weinstock Ouster Breaches Stalinist Union Domination 


Action Of N. Y. Painters SWP CONTINUES |Purge Looms InNMU As 
Heartens Progressives 


(Continued from page 1) 
housing program, to be worked 
out in conjunction with the other 
unions in the Building Trades 
Council, to rid the city of slums 
and fire-traps and give work to 
the thousands of unemployed 
building mechanics and union 
painters; 4. for job protection in 
the trade agreement. The pro- 
gram of the progressives, pro- 
pagated incessantly by the Inter- 
Local Conference, in the paper 
and in the locals, has served to 
consolidate the militant rank-and- 
file around their banner within 
a comparatively short time. 


Resort To Usual Tactics 


Taken unawares by the sweep 
of the movement, with its “gene- 
ralissimo" eliminated from the 
picture, outmaneuvered and rout- 
ed in the preliminary contests, 
the Stalinist machine is resort- 
ing to the usual G. P.U. methods 
of lying, slanders and frame-ups 
in a last-minute attempt to bol- 
ster its shaken position. It tries 
to make up for the fact that its 
union-wrecking has isolated it 
from every honest force in the 
union — socialists, anarchists, 
social democrats, “Trotskyists” 
and unattached militants — by 
raising the dead-cat issue of 
Zausnerism, 

To becloud the election issues 
and hide their own miserable 
bankruptcy, the Weinstock gang 
has seen fit to raise a fund- 
stealing scandal dating back to 
the time of the Zausner admini- 
stration in Loca] 442—now, two 
weeks before the general elec- 
tions, whereas Zausner and his 
Harry Rosens were ousted more 
than two years ago. The purpose 
of this smoke-screen is obvious. 
Under the heading “Painters 
Union Fund Steal Exposed by 
Progressive (sic),” a pen prosti- 
tute by the name of George Mor- 
ris writes in the Sunday Worker 
of June 12: 

“Local 442 was the main base 
of operation for the Zausner 
clique—the very group that has 
now entered Lewis J. Stevens 
as its candidate for a comeback. 


A Brazen Frame-Up 


A more brazen piece of frame- 
up-could hardly be produced by 
the Yezhoff-Stalin G.P.U. For 
Lewis J. Stevens was chairman 
of the “Rank and File Protective 
Association”, in which Weinstock 
participated, and which led the 
fight against Zausner up to his 
elimination from power in the 
painters union. The same Stevens 
was so much in the lead of the 
struggle that the gangsters in 
the old administration slugged 
him to within an inch of his life. 
The Daily Worker printed pic- 
tures of Stevens wrapped up in 
bandages not once but half a 
dozen times. Pen prostitute 
Morris knows this. The rank-and- 
file painters of District Council 
No. 9 know it too. Stalin-Wein- 
stock’s attempt to frame Stevens 
and the progressive opposition 
with a charge of “Zausnerism” 
will not fool anyone. The members 
of the painters union know where 
the Zausner clique is today. They 
ask: What are Zausner’s hench- 
men Zughaft., Ladisky, Kosloff, 
Passini, Meyers, Zeller, Lawson 
and Jack Barry doing as paid 
officials in Weinstock'’s admini- 
stration? 

What are Harry Rosen's pals 
Yoina Gelibter, Billy Sherman 
and Jack Siegel doing in the 
present administration of Local 
442 itself? 

The “Progressive Painter“ in 
a recent issue set up a table of 
paid henchmen in the Zausner 
machine as compared with those 
in the Weinstock machine. The 
table gives names; in each case 
the henchmen are exactly iden- 
tical; the question is put: What 
is the Difference? Why don’t the 
Weinstock gang and their Daily 
Worker answer that question? 


Accusers’ Record 


Since the Stalinists are look- 
ing for fund-stealing scandals, 
why don't they look in their own 
back-yard? An article in the 
“Progressive Painter” recounts 
the fund-stealing activities of the 
former Stalinist secretary of the 
Queens painters union, Redler, 
who is being indicted for his 
frauds, Why don’t they explain 
that scandal away? Why don’t 
they explain away the scandal 
of Weinstock, through the District 
Council, lending the Stalinist 
Redier $500 from union funds 
entirely unaccounted for? 

As is usually the case, the 
crimes of which they accuse 
honest opponents are to be found 
right on the doorstep of the Sta- 
linists themselves. 

Another good frame-up charge 
that the C.P. heroes resort to 
on similar occasions is the charge 
of Nazism. They don't fail to use 
the charge against Stevens and 
the majority of Local 548. which 
is composed of German workers. 
In this case, the charge is not 
‘only a damnable slander but the 


basest attempt to stir up race 
and national prejudice in the 
union. The membership of the 


District Council has met with 
such altempts at defamation be- 
fore. The applause which greeted 
Stevens’ answer to the foul 
slander of the Stalinists at last 
Saturday's mass meeting is a 
sure indication that the painters 
will not be fooled by this frame- 
up either, and that regardless of 
nationality, race, color or political 
affiliation, the majority of the 
rank-and-file will know how to 
answer ‘it at the polls on June 25. 


The “Trotskyist” Charge 


there is the usual, 
"Trotskyism.” The) 
“Trotskyists” in the union, to 
he sure, are up in the front 
ranks of the fight where they 
belong. But the attempt to cha- 
racterize the whole movement as 
“Trotskyist,” [ludicrous as it is 
when hurled at an opposition as 
broad as the progressives, is 
even more laughable when it be- 
comes known that most of the 
leading personalities within it 
such as Polstein, Stevens, Ru- 
binstein, Cronin, ete., have for 
years past and up to very re- 
cently been allied with Wein- 
stock and his friends themselves! 
This charge only serves as a 
boomrang when, in connection 
with it, the C,P. brethern at- 
tempt to take up a defense of 
Stalinism and of the bloody 
butcher of the Kremlin whom 
every self-respecting union mem- 
ber has regarded with horror and 
contempt ever since the slaughter 
of the men who, together with 
him, held the highest posts in 
Soviet Russia for more than 
twenty years. 

The frame-up artists and 
slanderers of Thirteenth Street 
are hard at work cooking up thei: 
poisonous brews. They are frantic 
over the opposition wave which 
has hit them like a eyele The 
progressives will have to be on 
guard against every move ihey 
make, In desperation they will 
try any ctooked trick. But no 
slander and no frame-up, no des- 
picable trick—like their hiring 
of an armory all the way up- 
town for the elections, wita the 
aim of making more difficult a 
complete turn-out of voters — 
will do them much good as long 
as the progressives continue to 
fight on a clean program, cvei 
alert to the moves of the wreck- 
ers, ever on guard to protect 
their union and the livelihood oi 
ts members. 


Workers On W.P.A. 
To Get Pay Cut 


(Continued from page 1) 
lose. Instead of centering their 
fire on Roosevelt, who ordered 
the $1,000 maximum, they will 
picket several underlings repre- 
senting the “reactionaries” who 
“convinced” the president of the 
need to cut salaries. 

Not only are New York W.P.A. 
workers receiving pay cuts, but 
they are also faced with dismis- 
sals. At the present time, thor- 
ough investigation of the relief 
status of each worker is being 
made by employees of the City’s 
Emergency Relief Bureau. La 
Guardia, as mayor of the city, 
has the power to prevent city 
employees from being used on 
this type of work. Yet the Sta- 
linist leadership refuses to allow 
any militant demonstration to 
force the mayors hand. Fhe 
very idea of even picketing such 
a prominent People's Fronter is 
beyond them. The only action 
planned is a 


Finally, 
charge of 


fessional” rally at City Hall 
Ask the mayor in a nice way, 
but make no demands on him! 


When Roosevelt Comes 


On June 30, President Roose- 
velt will be in New York City, 
at the World’s Fair grounds, to 
address the National] Education- 
al Association convention. This 
would be a splendid opportunity 
to rally every W.P.A. worker for 
a fighting demonstration, at the 
Fair grounds.The chief executive, 
responsible for the reduction of 
salary, will be right at hand. 
Probably the most militant ac- 
tion the Stalinists will ailow wil! 
be the circulation of petitions 
and showing of exhibits of the 
good work done on W.P.A. near 
the Fair grounds. 

The only hope for W-.P.A. 
workers is to cast aside the Sta- 
linist leaders and engage in a 
militant anti-government strug- 
gle for their immediate demands. 


SUBSCRIBE 


THE SOCIALIST APPEAL 


NOW TO 


“dramatic and pro- 


DRIVE AGAINST 
FIRETRAP PERIL 


(Continued from page 1) 


faced by workers obliged to live 
in fire-trap tenements, a second 
fire, occurring exactly one week 
after the blaze at Avenue B and 
Houston Street, gutted a tene- 
ment building at 147 Morning- 
side Avenue, in Harlem, killing 
John Horan, aged 60, and his 
sister, Elizabeth, aged 55. They 
were suffocated as they slept. 


Profits In Death 


While hundreds of horrified 
workers stood watching, firemen 
worked in vain to pump life back 
| into the scorched lungs of the 
| aged brother and sister. On their 
tombstones will never be en- 
graved the words literally burn- 
ed into the minds of the spec- 
tators: “They were killed by the 
greed and lust for profit of the 
landlord of the building in which 
they died, a landlord who refus- 
ed to protect their lives by ren- 
dering the building safe from 
fire.” € 

In the case of both fires, the 
city police and investigators have 
tried to put the blame on any- 
body but the real criminals. In 
the East Side fire, they endeavor- 
ed to browbeat a W.P.A. ‘wark- 
er, who lived on the second floor 
of the doomed building, into ad- 
mitting that he fell asleep with 
a lighted cigarette in his hand. 
For the origin of the Harlem 
fire they are seeking. to blame 
some poor devil who did net even 
have money for a place to sleep 
and who had sought shelter in 
the hallway. 

Real responsibility for the fires 
rests squarely upon the tenement 
fire-trap owners, the capitalist 
system of private property which 
permits these fire-traps to exist, 
and the city off\eials and ad- 
ministrators who uphold that 
system. 


Death Lurks In Slums 


Death lurked in every corner 
and crack of those buildings as 
it docs in the floors and walls 
of nine-tenths of the tenement 
houses of New York City. In 
these hovels which are called 
homes live the workers of the 
wealthiest city in the world. 
Each month well-fed, well-dres- 
sed representatives of the land- 
jord-bankers extract from the 
tenants a portion of their hardly- 
won earnings as rent. The sleek 
parasites, who themselves live in 
palatial mansions and apart- 
ments, never fail to demand their 


toll from the. poverty stricken 
denizens of their tumble-down 
tenements, 


But knowing that these build- 
ings cannot last much longer, the 
owners ignore safety regulations 
and refuse to put them in an 
even relatively fire-proof condi- 
tion, or to provide adequate 
means of escape in the event of 
fire. More than a year ago, a 
home relief investigator reported 
that the Avenue B house which 
burned down June 4 was a con- 
demned fire-trap. But no action 
was taken by the city to tear 
down the five-trap and move the 
tenants into a safe abode. 


Landlords Are Safe 


The landlovd-murderers sit in 
their beautiful fire-proof homes. 
Their police and their govern- 
ment, when a fatality occurs, 
try to pin responsibility on the 
helpless tenants. LaGuardia de- 
livers pretty speeches about the 
pairks his administration has 
created, while fire-trap landlords 
continue to batten on the miser- 
ies of the poor, He prattles about 
the city’s big housing projects, 
but omits to point out that no 
unemployed worker, no W.P.A 
worker, can pay the rentals of 
such houses. 

The splendid response of the 
East Side workers to the rally- 
ing campaign of the S.W.P. 
an indication that the tenement 
dwellers will remain silent no 
longer while slum landlords go 
on collecting their blood-tainted 
money and piling up more victims 
to their greed. 
15 of the Workers Al- 
liance, responding to an appeal 
of the S.W.P. and Y.P.S.L., 
has entered a splendid united 
front action to combat the fire- 
trap menace. This has led to the 
formation of a pro tem East Side 
Workers Committee for Better 
Housing, which is issuing a call 
to all East Side labor organiza- 
tions to set up a broader united 
front organization. 


is 


Local 


Role of Stalinists 


Not in the least surprising, 
the “Communists” have refused 
to join in the fight. Instead, they 
spend their time trying to break 
up the meetings of the organiza- 
tions already in action. They, too, 
have gotten up a petition in the 
name of their dead “innocent” 
organization, the East Side 
[Besa Union. Not a word of 
criticism of the City Administra- 
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Officials Lose Prestige 


Curran Asks Outlawing Of All Groups as Rank 
And File Seamen Reject Policies Of 
Stalinist District Committee 


NEW YORK.—With the usual;shore work could proceed. 


hypocritical pleas for “unity,” a 
campaign for the expulsion of 
seamen unwilling to accept the 
factional domination of the 
Communist Party was launched 
by Joseph Curran, organizer of 
the National Maritime Union, at 
a meeting of the deck depart- 
ment last week. 

Employing the same phrase 
used in the unsuccessful “end 
factionalism”™ maneuvers in the 
United Automobile Workers, 
Curran declared “that any mem- 
bers taking part in secret meet- 
ings outside of the union hall, 
which may be called to inject 
policy into the union, be dealt 
with if discovered on the basis 
of anti-union activities and be 
subject to trial and suspension.” 


Pilot Echoes Curran 


The bland statement that any 
one opposing the serile class 
collaboration policies of the Sta- 
linist-controlled district commit- 


tee is guilty of “anti-union act- 


ivity” met with whole-hearted 
support from the editors of the 
Pilot, despite Curran’s bluster 
about “Communist politicians” in 
the union. 

The editors of the Pilot, water- 
front edition of the Daily Work- 
er, recognize the real signific- 
ance of Curran’s speech when 
they say editorially: “It calls 
upon those members of the 
N.M.U. who are pushing the 
Rank and File Pilot to imme- 
diately cease their treacherous 
attack on the officials of this 
union.” 

The rising resentment of the 
rank-and-file members of the 
N.M.U. toward the reactionary 
policies of the district committee 
officials is causing serious con- 
cern to the Communist Party. 
As Curran said in the Pilot. am- 
plifying his statement at the deck 
department meeting: “Certainly 
they (the District Committee) 
cannot continue to function if 
this continues as it has, where 
crew members refuse to live up, 
to agreements and donstantly 
condemn the officials.” 


Seamen Rebel 


The well-earned lack of confi- 
dence in the Stalinist bureaucrats 
of the district- committee was 
even more strikingly revealed 
when rank-and-file seamen re- 
fused to heed the irresponsible 
“24-hour stoppage” in the port 
of New York. When the Shepard 
line was forced to live up to its 
union agreement and ship West 
Coast men on the S. S. Sea- 
thrush, Curran and the District 
Committee called a port-wide 
“holiday” in support of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board! 

The seamen on the ships for 
the most part ignored the “holi- 
day“ and those that did “sit 
down” kept up steam so long- 


tion, which is responsible for the 
continued existence of the fire- 
traps, but just an exhortation 
to the tenants to report viola- 
tions of the fire laws! 

But Mayor LaGuardia knows 
very well that such violations 
have been going on for years! 
How can one expect a capitalist 
politician to fight the landlords 
and capitalists? Yet the Stalin- 
ists, ever since they became 
stooges of Roosevelt and La- 
Guardia, have done little else but 
pass resolutions begging the va- 
pitalist page-boys in the legis- 
latures to pass a law or two— 
and the capitalist administrators 
to enforce a law or two. 


Fight To Live 


The fight against  fire-traps, 
for decent housing is a fight for 
the right to live—no less. Twice 
within a week-—fire and death! 
No one knows where or when 
the dread peri] will strike next. 
Every worker must support the 
fight of the East Side Workers 
Committee for Better Housing. 
Workers should prepare for a 
march through the East Side to 
City Hall with the demands: 

Move all families out of the 
fire-traps at city expense! 

Tear down the fire-traps! 

Build new, large scale, low- 
rent housing at once! 


No more hypocrisy and pro- 
mises — appropriate money at 
once! 

Families living in fire-trap 


dwellings are urged to visit the 
headquarters’ of the Workers 
Alliance, Local 15, 159 Rivington 
Street, any night of the week. 
Their case will be taken to the 
Home Relief Bureau at once, 
with the demand that they and 
their families be moved into zafe, 
sanitary apartments. 

Fire may strike in your home 
TONIGHT! Join the good fight 
NOW! 


ership” 
linist fashion. Anyone who dares 


ers is 


Stalinists “Reply” 


This outright flouting of the 
authority of the Stalinist “lead- 
is being met in true Sta- 
the 


speak out against union- 


wrecking antics of the district 


branded 
Any group that tries 


committee is 


“traitor.” 


as a 


to mobilize the rank-and-file to 


save the union from the wreck- 
“guilty of anti-union act- 
ivities.” Any one who tries to 
stop the suicidal warfare waged 


against the West Coast seamen's 


unions by the N.M.U. is 


a 


Progressives In 


Culinary Union 
Establish Group 


Ranks In Revolt Against 


Stalinists In ‘Frisco 
Dishwashers Local 


SAN FRANCISCO. — The 
spreading vevolt of progressive 
trade unionists against the Sta- 
liniste union-busting gang has 
finally swung into uptown San 
Francisco. The Miscellaneous 
Employees Union, Local 110, was 


for many years in the forefront 


of the struggle of progressive 
workers for better conditions and 
wages. It was nationally known 
for the conditions it had gained 
for its members, and ‘its leaders 
were well respected in all labor 


‘circles: Last year the Stalinists, 


by use of whispering campaigns. 

hony methods of slander, and 
playing upon the ignorance of 
foreign-born workers unable to 
understand the technique of the 
voting machine, were successful 
in winning the majovity of the 
posts in the union, 

Almost immediately after 
ing office, they instituted a 
tation system” to “even up the 
work among the members.” The 
progressives argued that the ro- 
tation, system would be used by 
the boss as a club over the men 
on the jobs because the men knew 
there would be a long wait till 
their names got to the top of 
the list in case they got fired. 
Also there are so many different 
classifications of work that some 
men would naturally get all the 
best jobs while the majority 
would have to take relief work. 
smaller jobs, or celse lose their 
place on the list. 


tak- 


“ro- 


Stalinist Record 


The Stalinists have used this 
system to give the good jobs to 
the Filipinos and Latin-Ameri- 
cans who make up a large part 
of the membership in order to 
hold their vote, thereby tending 
to create racial antagonism in 
the union. The activities of the 
union have been almost entirely 
confined to the Business Agent 
teaching the boys to play base- 
ball (while scores of taverns, 
ence Union, are now hiring non- 
union porters), and to raiding 
the union treasury to support 
boss politicians seeking elections. 


The progressives organized in 
the “Union Welfare Committee” 
are preparing for the coming 
elections next month. With a 
good section of the union tho- 
roughly dissatisfied with the 
Stalinists, the progressives stand 
an excellent chance of winning 
this fight. But regardless of the 
outcome they are determined to 
carry on the fight until every 
last vestige of Stalinism is driven 
from the union. 

As a reaction to the Stalinists 
many of the progressives have 
turned anti-political, but due to 
the action of genume revolution- 
ary workers their confidence in 
workers’ political action will be 
revived. 


~ WAN T ADS 


SINGLE ROOM for rent on 
Riverside Drive, near 125th 
St. Very Reasonable. See S. 
Stanley at City Headquarters 
for Details. 


GIRL wants to skare atetactive — 


two-room apt.; privacy; 
Astoria, 15 min. from Times] 
Square; radio; small library; 


$10 mo.; write E. Kimmel, c/o 
Socialiet Appeal, 


“Lundeberg - Ryan - Green-ship- 
owners’ stooge.” 

To achieve “unity” Curran calls 
for the suppression of the Rank 
and File Pilot, outlawing of all 
groups within the union, and ex- 
pulsion of all determined critics 
of the policies of the district 


N.J. Bosses Glad 


NEWARK, N. J.—Steel plant 
owners and managers in North 
Jersey, as well as the Jersey 
Journal, mouthpiece of Mayor 
Tague, are rejoicing over the dis- 
missal of E. H. Kaempf and Al 
Blackman, militant organizers of 
the Steel Workers Organizing 
Committee (C.1.0.). 

The two men have to their 
credit the organization of several 
thousand steel workers in Hud- 
sen and Essex counties and ef- 
fective leadership in several steel 
strikes, particularly in the Jersey 
City and Harrison Crucible Steel 
plants. 

The principal reason given for 
depriving Kaempf of his job was 
that the unions in Crucible steel, 
during their last strike, used per 
capita to run their strike and 
keep their picket lines going, 
although admittedly thése unions 
recejved no financial aid from 
the national office of the S.W.O.C, 
Blackman was just fired without 
even being given the opportunity 
for a hearing. 

Actually, it develops, the 
S.W.0.C. took this action be- 
cause of complaints from numer- 
ous employers in this area con- 
cerning the “unreasonable atti- 
tude” of Kaempf and Blackman. 


Dismissal of the two men has 
aroused wide-spread resentment 
among the rank-and-file workers 
in most of the steel lodges. 


Unionist Jailed 
On Handbill Ban 


L.A. Police Arrest ILGW 
Organizer, Set Bail 
At $600 


LOS ANGELES. — While 
Shriners, meeting m national 
convention in Los Angeles, were 
busy last week blocking traffic 
by adolescent pranks, littering 
the streets with trash, making 
every conceivable kind of loud 
and unusual noise, and were per- 
nritted to do things which would 
mean a prison sentence for a 
striking worker, Bill Busick, or- 
ganizer of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union 
was arrested for violating an 
anti-handbill ordinance and re- 
leased on the exorbitant bail of 
$600, 

In spite of the recent ruling 
of the Supreme Court of the 
United States invalidating a 
similar ordinance, and a recent 
local ruling of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Court declaring un- 
constitutional the hand-bill ordi- 
nance of Los Angeles, the police 
of Vernon, a small, manufactur- 
ing district in the Los Angeles 
area, haye insisted on enforcing 
their local ordinance. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Insertions in this column are 2% 
cents for five lines. Copy must be 
in at the APPEAL office before six 
o'clock Monday evening. 


NEW YORK 


BAND BEING FORMED. All 
those interested in learning to 
play musical instruments, and 
all those who already can per- 
form on any musical instru- 
ment, communicate al onc® with 
L. Reynolds, National Office 
116 University Place. Al 4-8547. 


READ -THE RUSSIAN BUL- 
LETIN of the Opposition, or- 
gan of the Russian Bolshevik 
Leninists. Leading articles by 
Leon Trotsky. International 
news and letters, Single issue, 
20 cents. Subseription rates, 
$} for six months. Order 
through Rae Spiegel, care of 
Socialist Appeal, 116 University 
Place. 


PICNIC, 


19, at 
Rowing, 


Sunday, June 
Pelham Bay Park. 
games, vefr eshments, Al 
Bronx Party and Y.P.S.L. com- 
rades meet 10 a. m at Pelham 
Bay Station. 


ATTENTION NEW YORK ! 
Winners of the “Build the So- 
cialist Appeal Contest” were 
Fred Lavin, Edith Kirkman. 
and M. Leopold. Will these 
comrades please call at the 


City Office and see Abe Millei 
to collect their prizes. 


CHICAGO 


SUMMER FESTIVAL—Chicago 
S.W.P. picnic, Food, games, 
camp fire, at Schiller Park 
Forest Reserve (end of Irving 
Park Line, June 26. 1.0 a. m. to 
12 midnight. 


CAMPS 


CAMP SEVEN OAKS, Eaton- 
town, N. J. Excellent swim- 
ming pool and tennis court. 
Capacity 25. Good food and 
housing. No tents, no mos- 
auitos. Fare 80 cents to Red 
Rank. Inquire phone Bryant 
9-7620 for train schedules. 
June rates, daily $2.50, weekly, 
$15.00. 


‘bludgeon the 


C.P. Stooges Suspended 
CIO Fired Kaempt} From Auto Union Posts 


(Continued from page 1) 
ed to educate the membership to 
the program it was following; 
neither has it convinced a great 
portion of the mefnbership that 
it is necessary to resort to dis- 
ciplinary action. 

The rapid fire suspension of 
five prominent officials will un- 
doubtedly cause confusion and 
consternation in the ranks unless 
it is immediately followed by a 
vigorous attempt to explain to 
the membership why the suspen- 
sions were necessary, what the 
leadership plans for the union, 
and a guarantee that the demo- 
cratie rights of the members will 
be respected. Otherwise the sus- 
pension may well lead to making 
martyrs of the Stalinists and lay 
the groundwork for the further 
coralling of the progressive 
membership behind them, 


Leaders Over-Confident 


The real secret of the last 
panicky measures against the 
Stalinists is probably due to the 
super confidence the leadership 
gained after the last Executive 
Board meeting. The victory seem- 
ed so easy. The Stalinists seem- 
ed erushed. Instead of inaugu- 
rating a bold and energetic cam- 
paign to educate the membership 
along the lines of the "“Twenty- 
point” program and to expose 
the treachery and the deception 


of the Stalinists, one heard talk 
of peace and harmony, while the 
Stalinists continued blazing away 
at the administration with all 
the weapons of factional war- 
fare. 

So, two weeks after the vic- 
tory, another meeting is wn- 
necessarily and gratuitously cal- 
led. Martin is not even in town, 
so sure is everyone that the 
Stalinists have been licked for 
good. Then the Stalinists, catch- 
ing the others napping, make 
another grab for the leadership 
and the administration becomes 
panicky and replies with sus- 
pensions. 


Explanation Needed 


To overcome at least in part 
the bad effects of this move, the 
Martin leadership must go to the 
membership at once, explain 
what policies it wishes to carry 
through, explain the role of the 
Stalinists and why disciplinary 
action was taken, and assure the 
membership that no campaign of 
red-baiting or violations of demo- 
cracy is under way. The union 
can then be rearmed with the 
necessary militancy and confi- 
dence for the inevitable cam- 
paign the Stalinists will launch 
and for the great economic 
battles that loom ominously in 
the immediate future. 


N. Y. Jobless Prepare 


Action In 


NEW YORK. — With reports 
coming in from all parts of the 
country of ever-expanding relief 
rolis, and the capitalist politicians 
showing increasing incapacity to 
cope with the mounting relief 
evisis, New York may soon wit- 
ness situations similar to those 
which have prevailed in Cleveland 
and Chicago—only on a much 
larger scale—when the Board of 
Estimite considers new relief 
appropriations for the month of 
July. 

When Mayor (Ten per cent) 
LaGuardia moved for the cut in 
relief in April, he confided to Sam 
Wiseman, Stalinist secretary of 
the New York Workers Alliance, 
that the cut, unnecessary at that 
time, was decided on in anticipa- 
tion of a future crisis and te 
City Council inte 
voting his Sales Tax proposals. 


Figures Are Eloquent 


To comprehend the magnitude 


of the relief crisis in this city, 
one must compare the latest 
figures issued by the New York 


Times with previons detiven. The 
Times (June 12) stated that the 
present total home relief load is 
567,000 persons (apart from 
571,000 others who are deriving 
their support from the wages of 
168,000 W.P.A. workers). 
Mayor LaGuardia, testifying on 
January 17, 1938, before the U.S. 
Senate Special Committee to In- 
vestigate Unemployment and 
Relief. stated that at that time 


New Crisis 


there were 180,000 ta 200,000 on 
“direct home relief” (excluding 
140,000 on W.P.A.). He also 
testified that an average of 
3,500 ta 4,000 were being accept- 
ed on the relief rolls every week, 
out of the 8,000 to 10,000 who 
applied (ie. 4,000 to 6,000 are 
rejected every week to shift for 
themselves), 


Sit-Ins Postponed 


projected last week 
by the Alliance Delegates’ 
Council, were postponed by the 
city strategy committee as Al- 
liance locals were voting- for 
participation in them. Telegrams 
sent from the central office of 
the Alliance announced the post- 
ponement. 


“Sit-ins,” 


“Coming at this time, the sit- 
ins to a large degree should serve 
as a preventive measure against 
what is happening in Cleveland 
and Chicago,” spokesmen for the. 
Progressive Group in the Alliance 
asserted, “Be on guard against 
any deal between the city Alliance 
leadership (Stalinist) and the 
city officials.” 

The vote taken at the Dele- 
gates’ Council for a strategy 
committee of seven was errone- 
ously reported in last week’s 
Appeal being decided by 
Chairman Jerry Benton, after a 
23-23 tie vote. A second vote was 
taken which favored a committee 
of seven by a vote of 28-24. 


as 


Appeal Army 


National Appeal Campaign: A 
few literature agents have wit 
ten us regarding their plans for 
the campaign beginning or July 
l. Let's hear from the others. 
Don't forget that we only have 
two more weeks in which to wel 
started on the Appeal’s greatest 
drive to date: to attain a circula- 
tion of 10,000! The first week is 


National Newsstand Week. Send 
in the address of your news- 
stands right now. New York's 


literature agent Was turned in 
over 40 of them already. Just as 
soon as we have enough, a news- 


stand column will be printed 
regularly. 
= * * 

Subs took a drop over last 
week’s record ‘total, but we're 
still going strong. Here's the 
record for the week: 

MINNEAPOLIS 10 

Maplewood, Missouri 8 

New York City 6 

Los Angeles 6 

Detroit 4 

Oakland, Calif. 2 

Ohio n 2 

San Francisco 3 2 

Miscellaneous 2 

TOTAL 42 


In bundle orders we have the 


following increases: Detroit — 
now taking 75; Evansville, In- 
diana, yaising theirs to R; 


25 and a 
five from 


Youngstown, Chio, to 
new bundle account of 


Chaska, Minn. That's the sort 
of thing the business manager 
likes to report! 

o ce 


We're glad to welcome Cali- 
fornia Back into the sub lists 


this week with a total of 10.... 
Karolyne Kerry, Oakland's new 
literature agent has promised Lo 
get down to work and is already 
showing good results.... As for 
New York City, sunk to a miser- 
able third place, 6—the less said 
about them, the better.... Were 
sure hoping they wake up 
again.,.. we want to thank the 
friend and comrade from Brook- 
Iyn, N. Y. who took up a collec- 
tion among his fellow-workers in 
a bakery and raised a contribu- 
tion of $5.30 for the Appeal... 

We heartily recommend this 
method of raising funds to all 
those who work in shops, as a 


way of bringing our paper to 
the working class.... Special 
credit must go this week to 


Maplewood, Missouri, which goes 

right out after its subs through 

personal visiting, and Detroit, 

which has finally begun to reap 

the harvest of those articles on 

the auto workers’ union.... 
tee. 


Literature Agents: Don’t forget 
to send in your campaign ideas 
and also a preliminary list of 
newsstands carrying the Appeal 
in your neighborhood. 

Send ail subscriptions and con- 
tributions to: 


SOCIALIST APPEAL 
116 University Place 
New York City 
The following issues ave mis- 
sing from our files: Vol. 1— 
Nos. 6, 7, 18; Vol. 2—Nos. 2, 3, 
9, 18, 22. We would appreciate 
receiving from branches and sub- 
scribers as many copies of these 
issues as possible. 
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China Bombings Show (Hull Reveals 
Japanese Imperialists 


Desperate To End War 


Kuomintang Inaugurates Repressive Campaign 
To Silence Leftists As Invading Armies 
Press On For the Capture Of Hankow 


(Continued from page 1) 
fall of Nanking, which had al- 
ready been evacuated by Chiang 
Kai-shek and the Kuomintang 
government. Only a handful of 
men were left behind to be futile- 
ly slaughtered by the invaders. 


At the present time it is 
Hankow, the new provisional 
capital, which is directly en- 


dangered by the rapid retreat of 
the Chinese forees from what 
were reported to have been 
strongly fortified positions along 
the Lunghai Railway and along 
the Yellow River. The Kuomin- 
tang government ‘is alveady flee- 
ing inland from Hankow. Whether 
there will be any effective stand 
made in the mountainous districts 
along the western rim of the 
great Honan plain remains to be 
seen, 


Decisive Developments 


Apparently, this is going to 
depend in no small measure upon 
political developments in Hank- 
ow itself and elsewhere in ter- 
ritory still held by the Kuomin- 
tang. 

The course of hostilities during 
the first year of the war has 
shown the hopelessness of a 
purely military defense against 
Japan. Japan’s own position, the 
deeper it penetrates into China, 
becomes more and more hopeless 
because the mere superiority of 
its arms cannot ensure its re- 
tention of the territory it has 
conquered and cannot establish 
its domination over the vast land 
of China and its 450,000,000 
people. Japan's collapse is al- 
most inevitable. š 


No Automatic Collapse 


But it will not come about 
automatically. It will be assured 
and hastened only if Japan's in- 
vading armies meet with the 
aroused forces of the whole 
Chinese people. So far, under the 
leadership of Chiang Kai-shek 
and the Kuomintang, the resist- 
ance to the invasion has been 
confined to purely military- 
defensive measures for which the 
great masses of the people, the 
workers in the cities and the 
peasants, have had to bear the 
chief burden. The masses have 
been the helpless vcitims of the 
conflict, not the most active and 
vital participants in it. 


Mass Movement Needed 


So long as the struggle against 
Japanese imperialism is not 
clearly linked in the minds of the 
masses with their own struggle 
in their own behalf—and this 
means also resistance to the po- 
licies of the Kuomintang which 
enable the merchants and land- 
lords to pass on the costs of the 
war to the workers and peasants 
—sv long will the resistance to 
the Japanese remain only part- 
ially ffective. For so much 
longer will the Japanese be able 
to inflict frightful tolls in human 
lives and to carry on their bar- 
barous invasion, 

Precisely because the Kuomin- 
tang is unwilling to entertain 
even the possibility of a threat 
to the interests of the bankers, 
merchants and landlords whom 
it represents, it cannot effectively 
take the lead in instituting the 
social measures really capable 
of mobilizing the people and 
making China as untenable for 
the invading forces as Siberia 
was for the Allied armies of im- 


perialist intervention 20 years 
ago. 

For this reason there always 
remains the danger that the 
Kuomintang regime, tiring of 


the war and fearful of the im- 
poverished and victimized masses, 
will somehow find the means of 
coming to some kind of terms 
with the invaders. The very fact 
that Japan is having such tre- 
mendous difficulties in carrying 
the war forward heightens this 
danger, because Japan would be 
more likely to make formal con- 
cessions to the Chinese bourge- 
oisic in order to win for itself 
a breathing space. 


Capitulatory Moods 


Information from Hankow is 
by no means as yet sufficiently 
precise or detailed to permit one 
to conclude that such a compro- 
mise is an early prospect, al- 
though significant dispatches tell 
of capitulatory moods in the 
ranks of the Chinese bourgeoisie. 
The Japanese are more likely to 
push on and attempt to capture 
Hankow before sitting down to 
treat with its conquered victims. 
Nevertheless the fact that the 
Kuomintang regime has begun 
openly to suppress even the 
midly radical activities of the 
petty bourgevis National Salva- 
tion Association and to limit the 
entirely unradical activities of 
the Stalinists is proof enough of 
the way the wind 1s blowing. 

It is extremely significant that 
the reports of this repression 


80,000 March In 
China On May Day 


An estimated 80,000 work- 
ers, drawn from over 50 or- 
ganizations, took part in a 
May Day parade in Hankow, 
temporary seat of the Kuo- 
mintang government, accord- 
ing to Shanghai foreign-lan- 
guage newspapers which ar- 
rived here this week, 

This was the first May Day 
parade held in China since 
1927, when Chiang Kai-shek 
smashed the organizations of 
the workers and established 
his counterjrevolutiomary re- 
gime at Nanking. 

A United Press dispatch 
from Hankow, published in 
the Shanghai Evening Post 
of May 2, reports that while 
the “Communists” took part 
in organizing the celebration, 
they were permitted no speak- 
ers at the mass meeting which 
followed. 

The assembled multitude of 
workers was obliged to listen 
to speeches by representatives 
of the Kuomintang and Chiang 
Kai-shek’s military head- 
quarters, who “stressed the 
treasonableness of strikes and 
the advocacy of class strug- 
gle at the present time,” 
Pe y | 

point out that it is aot “official 
Communist activi y” which is 
feeling the main b'unt of the re- 
pression but othọ groups “with 
vadical political ms.” This can 
only refer to those left-wing or- 
ganizations, including the Chinese 
Bolshevik-Leninists, who have 
refused to go along with the 
Stalinists in their complete ca- 
pitulation to Chiang Kai-shek 
and, the Kuomintang. 


Lesson of History 

Eleven years ago, during the 
first “national united front,” it 
was with repressions like these 
that Chiang Kai-shek began 
preparing his own complete sur- 
render to the imperialists. Scat- 
tered accounts of terror against 
radical organizations, t rade 
unions and peasant associations 
culminated in the great massacre 
of scores of thousands of work- 
ers and peasants and ‘radical in- 
tellectuals whose blood wiped 
Chiang Kai-shek’s slate clean as 
far as the imperialists were con- 
cerned, 

Let us not forget that this is 
the same Chiang Kai-shek who 
is today again the adored hero 
of the Communist International! 
Let us not forget that he repre- 
sents today exactly the same in- 
terests that he represented at 
that time! 


25,000 Slaughtered 


In 1927, the Communists were 
his principal victims. He slaugh- 
tered more than 25,000 of them 
in a few months. Tomorrow his 
victims will be those who still 
want genuinely to fight for the 
national and social liberation of 
the Chinese masses. Among these 
the Communist Party is no longer 
numbered. 

In hounding those earnest 
militants who will surely be re- 
pelled by the criminal treachery 
of their leaders, the Stalinists, 
it is not hard to predict, will be 
among the most prominent of 
Chiang Kai-shek’s hatchet men 
and executioners. That—as we 
have already seen in Spain, 
where the Communists were in 
the forefront in shooting down 
the revolutionary workers — has 
been the logical evolution of Sta- 
linism. 

Danger of Repetition 


There most be no repetition of 
1927. We may be sure that the 
Chinese Bolshevik-Leninists and 
all other fighters for the real 
national emancipation of China 
will do their utmost to arouse 
the masses to their danger and 
to create and defend powerful 
organizations which will know 
how to cope with betrayers and 
compromisers, All  Ameridan 
workers’ organizations must 
protest immediately against any 
form of repression and terror 
directed at the organizations of 
the workers, peasants and radical 
intellectuals in China. 

There is no way to fight back 
the imperialist barbarians except 
by liberating the immense human 
power of China’s millions. This 
fight is the fight for their lives 
and livelihood and for the des- 
tiny of a nation which will play 
an immense and perhaps a deci- 
sive role in the world reconstruc- 
tion of the future. 

Ten years ago when Chiang 
Kai-shek was permitted by the 
Communist International to en- 
joy undisputed control of the anti- 
imperialist movement, he was 
able to smash it at his own sweet 
will, This time his plan of sur- 
yender must be utterly shatter- 


he by the independent interven- 


tion of the aroused masses. 


Real Aims Of 


U.S. Diplomacy 


Note To Japan Discloses 


Nature Of “Friendship” 
For China 


During the past two weeks, 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull 
and the heads of his department's 
flying squad, Sumner Welles, 
Francis B. Sayre and George 
Messersmith, have been taking 
particular pains to inform the 
people of this country and of the 
world that anyone who believes 
that the business of U.S. diplo- 
macy is anything else than to 
protect U.S. finance-capital had 
better go back to kindergarten. 

In the past there have been 
years and even decades when the 
State Department has kept as 
much in the background as the 
average Old Ladies’ Home; and 
when we have read the name of 
the secretary of state only when 
he received an honorary degree 
from Podunk College. 


Times Have Changed 


But times change, and state 
departments change with them. 
In the mighty clash of forces 
now under way on a world scale, 
the preliminary rounds of the 
approaching imperialist war, 
diplomacy has its key and public 
tasks. Hull and his public rela- 
tions experts are not neglecting 
them. 


In the same aggressive, pro- 
vocative tone already familiar 
from the Panay incident and its 
sequels, the State Department 
addressed another note to Japan 
which, under the hypocritical 
guise of a humanitarian protest 
against the bombing of open 
cities, demanded sharply the 
upholding of all American pro- 
perty rights in China. The note 
was in itself a beautiful little 
lesson in the nature of imperial- 
ism’s “friendship” for China: 
that friendship means—full pro- 
perty rights for U.S. nationals; 


Japan's real and fundamental 
crime is—invasion of or inter- 
ference with those praperty 


vights, The sentimental phrases 
about bombing make fine head- 
lines; but the core of the State 
Department pronouncements al- 
ways sinks its teeth into the hard 
realities of factories, utilities or 
oil tankers, 


South American Problem 


Simultaneously, in Congress, 
the department’s emissaries were 
busy at the “educational!” job of 
making congressmen and the 
people at large aware of the 
“South American problem.” The 
need for a special government 
short-wave broadcasting pro- 
gram directed to South America, 
in order to counteract the broad- 
casts from European nations, was 
brought forward. At the plea of 
the big private broadcasting sys- 
tems, and on the basis of their 
argument that they are already 
doing an excellent job in that 
field and their promise that the 
government can use free at any 
time their facilities, the plan was 
temporarily pigeonholed, 

Since the State Department 
and the broadcasting companies 
had exactly the same interests at 
heart, there was no need for 
duplication. 


Meanwhile, Assistant Secretary 
Messersmith got the House Ap- 
propriation Committee to vote 
$45,000 toward the establishment 
of two divisions in the depart- 
ment “to intensify cultural and 
commercial relations with Latin 
America.” “The activities of 
certain foreign governments in 
those republies,” he told the 
House Committee, have become 
most alarming in recent years 
and particularly in recent months. 


To Combat Rivals 


“I think,” concluded Messer- 
smith, “this. is of a very real 
emergency character. These act- 
ivities that we have to combat 
in South America are causing 
damage to our interests and 
prestige there.” That is, to put 
the matter in plain English, 
“these activities of certain for- 
eign governments” are cutting 
into the lion’s share of Latin and 
South American trade which 
U.S. imperialism enjoys; and 
the State Department, ever the 
“good neighbor” to its southern 
friends, does not intend to stand 
by while somebody else gets the 
profits which it proposes to direct 
into the vaults of its Wall Street 
masters. 


But Hull himself and Francis 
B. Sayre fired the biggest shots 
in this current barrage. Speaking 
before banks of microphones and 
full benches of reporters, they 
again underlined the Roosevelt- 
Hull “sancfity of international 
law and order” line, that happy 
fusion of imperialist “isolation” 
and imperialist “collective secur- 
ity” through which Roosevelt and 
Hull express the determination 


of imperialist United States to 


By DAVID COWLES 


Business activity, which had 
a slight upward flurry after eight 


gan to fall again last. week. Auto 
output is an index of the pur- 
chasing power of the middle class 
and better paid workers, It is 
also one of the principal markets 
for other basic ‘industries, such 
as steel. Nevertheless it has 
fallen to the levels of the spring 
of 1932. 

Meanwhile, steel output for 
May fell for the third consecutive 
month and likewise reached the 
level of the spring of 1932, In 
the first week of June, steel pro- 
duction fell to a little over 25 
per cent of capacity. The result 
is that the steel industry is not 
making profits, is not breaking 
even, but on the contrary is los- 
ing money in operating. And it 
faces the future “with no pro- 
mising factors in the business 
outlook,” 


Economic Dictatorship Grows 


Unable to keep up profits by 

securing new markets and in- 
creasing production to meet 
them, the monopolists have join- 
ed together to increase profits 
by keeping up prices. The Fed- 
eral Trade Commission publish- 
ed a report last week which 
showed that eight farm imple- 
ment companies headed by In- 
ternational Harvester, Deere and 
Co. and J. P. Case and Co., do- 
minated the industry and work- 
ed together to keep up prices. 
So well did they succeed that 
in the depths of the depression 
of 1932, when prices had fallen 
sharply since 1929, “the prices 
of farm machinery were being 
maintained at a relatively high 
level,” 
The price policies of the mono- 
polies aided their profits by ex- 
ploiting the small farmers, the 
small retailers, and the small 
farm machinery companies. The 
farmers suffered because ulti- 
mately they had to pay the higher 
prices when they, themselves, 
were getting two-thirds less in- 
come due to the drastic decline 
in the selling prices of farm 
commodities. The small retailers 
suffered because the monopolies 
charged them monopoly prices 
which the former were not al- 
ways able to pass on to farmers. 
The small implement manufactur- 
ers suffered because they had to 
wait for the announcement of 
prices of the monopolies and then 
follow suit. Once the prices were 
uniform, the monopolies made 
retailers handle the full line of 
the monopolies to the exclusion 
of the small producer. This forc- 
ed the small manufacturer to the 
wall. 


Administration's Role 


The administration realizes the 
great resentment which this ex- 
ploitation arouses among the 
lower middle classes. It tries to 
get their support by posing as 
their protector. Of course, this 
pose disappears whenever it 
comes to a question of action, 


OO aaalalalaulululululualulululaiÂÃiaiaiaaeeesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesasastsstt 


hold and fight for first place in 
the imperialist world. 

Strict isolation they tossed out 
of the window, back into the laps 
of Frederick J. Libby and Nor- 
man Thomas. Strict isolation 
would mean giving up interna- 
tional trade, and Hull knows as 
well as the next man that giv- 
ing up international trade would 
be committing national suicide; 
and he doesn’t hesitate to make 
plain that the United States is 
not going to give it up anywhere 
no matter who challenges—Japan, 
Germany, Enghand or whoever 
else, 

At the same time, the U.S. 
is not going to pull any other 
nation’s chestnuts out of the 
imperialist fire, neither Cham- 
berlain’s nor Daladier's nor Sta- 
lins; and for this reason the 
State Department spokesmen 
steer clear of whole-hog collec- 
tive security. The United States 
intervenes, but intervenes where, 
when and how it best suits its 
own interests, 


Hypocritical Talk 


The most shameless part of 
these addresses, however, was 
the old hokum about America’s 
readiness to take all steps toward 
international cooperation, huma- 
nization of war, and disarmament. 
Sayre even listed a pious six- 
point program “for peace.” 

This clap-trap was timed nicely 
to coincide with the signing by 
the president of the big navy 
bill and the additional military 
appropriations which Congress 
finds time to vote every day or 
two. The State Department has 
not one iota of illusion fabout 
the possibility of any genuine 
action by the powers toward dis- 
armament and peace. Quite the 
contrary. But it does know that 
by far the best way to get the 
people lined up for the arma- 
ment program and for war is by 
clothing the government iin the 
white robes of the Dove of Peace 
fluttering pathetically to escape 
the fangs of the “aggressor” 
wolves, 


months of sharpest decline, be- 


The most recent example was 
the dismissal of the case against 
the Aluminum Company of Ame- 
rica, one of the most perfect 
monopolies ‘in the United States. 
The government started its pro- 
secution of the company in a 
grand whirl of headlines, Accord- 
ing to the judge hearing the 
case, the “company in its answer 
to the suit had admitted control 
of certain percentages of alumina, 
aluminum and bauxite.” However, 
he simply turned to the govern- 
ment attorney, who supposedly 
was prosecuting the monopoly, 
and asked whether the believed 
that such an admission was suf- 
ficient, since the company did 
not also confess it manipulated 
prices. The attorney, according 
to the N. Y. Times, noting 
that the defendant had not ad- 
mitted price-fixing, said he did 
not think so.” 


The Monopoly Inquiry 


As the fall elections approach 
and the need for campaign ma- 
terial grows, Roosevelt has vre- 
quested a new investigation of 
“monopoly and the concentration 
of economic power.” Its chief 
function will be to make Roose- 
velt appear as the defender of 
the Forgotten Man against the 
monopolists and the financiers, 
Nothing serious will come of it 
in the way of governmental res- 
triction of monopoly exploitation. 
Nevertheless, the Washington 
correspondent of the N. Y. Times 
is in a dither lest “the inquiry 
will further cheek recovery by 
stirring up class feeling in the 
country” as the economie dic- 
tatorship of the meonopolists 
emerges from the testinony. He 
fears it might become “a drama 
to aid in politically solidifying 
the Have-nots against the Haves.” 

Were Roosevelt interested in 
anything but campaign material 
and campaign contributions from 
those who might want to avoid 
testifying, he would not need this 
new inquiry. He has men who 
already know the extent of the 
economic dictatorship over the 


Social Crisis Grows As Business r k 
Indices Drop To Levels Of 1932| SPain’s 


country. To name only one of 
them, A. A. Berle Jr., is in the 
department of state. In his book, 
“The Modern Corporation and 
Private Property,” he shows the 
extent of economic concentration 
and concludes that in 1930 “the 
ultimate control of nearly half 
of industry was actually in the 
hands of a few hundred men.” 
Were Roosevelt ‘interested in the 
Forgotten Man, the workers, the 
small farmers and the lower 
middle class he would expropriate 
the economic dictatorship, not 
merely investigate it, 


Social Crisis Grows 


Meanwhile the economie crisis 
grows and the social crisis grows 
with it. The first reaction was 
bewilderment and submission, 
tinged by hope for recovery. The 
continued decline has shown up 
this hope as illusory. Some seek 
escape by disregarding discom- 
fort and poverty and taking 
comfort ‘in religion and the life 
to come. They, hope for pros- 
perity in heaven. Others escape 
poverty and degradation by com- 
mitting suicide. 

The number of suicides has 
been increasing rapidly, and the 
victims come quite often from 
the lower middle class. On 
Saturday, June 4, a 71-year-old 
Chicago insurance broker, work- 
ing for the Equitable Life Assu- 
rance Society—what irony in the 
title! — committed suicide by 
plunging from a window of the 
company’s offices on the eight- 
eerith floor. He left a note say- 
ing: “I cannot seem to find any 
business. I am out of funds and 
ill” In New York on the 
same day, a man only 29 years 
of age was found semi-conscious 
and lying in the street. He dec- 
laved he was “sick of life.” Two 
days later a 59 year old building 
contractor in Ridgewood, New 
Jersey, committed suicide. “The 
police said Witherill’s body was 
discovered by a son at 6:20 a.m. 
It is believed business reverses 
and illness had depressed him.” 


Harian Witness Killed 
As Gov’t Presses Case 


Coal Operators Brazenly 


Use Old Terror Methods 


To Frame Alibis, But Witnesses Identify 


Murder Men 


Night-Riding 


Even as coal operators andy 
former “peace officers” stood 
trial, Harlan County's reign of 
terror continued with the killing 
of one government witness, the 
kidnapping of another and the 
attempted bribery of several who 
have testified in the government’s 
prosecution of the operators on 
charges of conspiracy to nullify 
the Wagner Labor Act. 

In Harlan, 80 miles away from 
the courtroom in London, Ky.. 
Lester Smithers, a miner employ- 
ed by the Harlan Fuel Company, 
one of the 19 companies accused 
by the government, was slain by 
Verlin Fee, a miner who called 
Smithers testimony “snitching” 
on the boss. 


Shot In Fight 


Smithers fought with Fee and 
his brother, Clyde, and was shot 
as he attempted to rise to his feet 
after having been knocked down 
by the two defenders of the mine- 
owners. 

Another witness, John Ison, 
employed by the Harlan Central 
Company, was accosted in a res- 
taurant by three men who curs- 
ed him and told him they would 
show what happened to union 
miners who dared speak out of 
turn, 

Ison denied that he was a wit- 
ness and told them that Harry 
Bennett, another of the defend- 
ants, would vouch for him. At 
the point of a pistol, Ison was 
forced into an automobile and 
driven to Bennett's home. While 
the kidnappers inquired of the 
coal mine official to be sure they 
had abducted the right man, 
Ison escaped from the car and 
hid in the underbrush, 


Efforts To Bribe 


More witnesses testified dur- 
ing the past week that relatives 
of the men on trial had persist- 
ed in efforts to bribe them into 
reeanting their testimony regard- 
ing the shootings and violence 


that have met every atlempt of 
the mine workers to organize 
themselves into unions. 

The reasons for the frantic 
efforts of the defendants to pur- 
chase retractions and frame alibis 
became clear as the government 
prosecutors drew tight the net of 
evidence concerning a series of 
killings in Harlan County. 


Tells Gruesome Tale 


Most important of these is the 
killing of Bennett Musick, 19- 
year-old son of a Baptist preach- 
ey and union organizer. Mrs. 
Mallie Musick, wife of the circuit 
rider who felt that even Harlan 
miners had the right to join 
unions, told the gruesome tale of 
night-riding deputies who riddl- 
ed their home with bullets in an 
attempt to kill her husband, 

While the elder Musick had 
fled the county only that evening 
the rifle fire of the deputies took 
their toll. After a fusillade from 
the skulking assassins sent 
bullets flying all through the 
house, Mrs. Musick valled out to 
her children, Burt, the “baby 
boy,” had been shot through the 
arm. One did not answer. 

“Tt was Bennett,” Mrs. Musick 
said. "He was dead. A bullet had 
gone through his head.” 


Narrow Escapes 


Before this attack the Musicks 
had severa] narrow escapes from 
the guns of the hired deputies of 
the mine owners. The couple were 
ambushed one night while walk- 
ing along the railroad tracks, 
and were fired upon from auto- 
mobiles filled with deputies, 

Other government witnesses 
have testified that deputies were 
recognized as they surrounded 
the house on the night of the 
fatal shooting of young Musick, 
and occupants of the cars from 
which the shots came on other 
occasions have been identified by 
witnesses. 


Build The Socialist Appeal! 


Forward To 


10,000 


Circulation! 


Terror Rages Against 


Revolutionists 


Vicious Suppression Paves Way For “Compromise” 
With Franco; P.O.U.M. Organ Describes 
Horrors In Barcelona Prison 


The G.P.U. hatchet men of 
Joseph Stalin have let loose an 
unparalleled wave of terror 
against all revolutionary-minded 
workers in Loyalist Spain. Sev- 
eral weeks ago, the American 
press gave a meager account of 
the revived activities of the 
Spanish counter - revolutionary 
“Cheka.” The object of its des- 
perate terrorism is to prepare 
the way for the “compromise” 
sell-out to Franco now being 
cooked-up in the diplomatic 
kitchens of the “democratic” 
European powers. 

One of the vilest expressions 
of this terrovism occurred April 
20, when a protest demonstration 
of anti-fascist prisoners held for 
over a year in the Barcelona 
Model (277) Prison was suppres- 
sed. The moving details of this 
tragedy have been furnished by 
an eye-witness, writing in “In- 
dependent News,” a bulletin of 
the P.O.U.M. published in 
France, 


In The “Model Prison” 


The writer describes how 
thousands of anti-fascist prison- 
ers rot in prison, endlessly await- 
ing trials, that never come, pa- 
tiently asking what are the 
charges against them, grasping 
at every stray of hope. The en- 
try of the anarchist organizations 
into the People’s Front govern- 
ment gave them a ray of hope, 
but it rapidly faded. Anarchism 
in practice has shed every rem- 
nant of its former principles. 

“The prison atmosphere be- 
comes more and more stifling,” 
says the writer, “What should 
we do? Tension in the prisons 
is reaching a crisis. Everybody 
foresees a dramatic struggle 
between the government and the 
prisoners. The authorities are 
deliberately provoking them and 
seeking a reason to launch & 
massacre, 

“Wednesday, April 20, at 7 
a. m., police and assault guasds 
carry on a provocative search in 
the Model Prison. The prisoners 
ave awakened and their belong- 
ings minutely searched, They are 
ordered from their cells out in 
to the prison corridors. 


Inferno Breaks Loose 


“Suddenly, sirens announce 
the imminence of an bombard- 
ment. As though this were the 
long expected signal, the locked- 
out prisoners begin to shake the 
doors of their cells. An infernal, 
deafening noise breaks loose. The 
police are overwhelmed. The 
prisoners go from cell to cell, 
smashing the doors to bits, re- 
leasing their comrades. Within 
five minutes, they are storming 
the first gate. Burning cots and 
mattresses set fire to the wooden 
gates. A sort of destructive mad- 
ness, the result of pent-up emo- 
tions and desperation, rages, 
Within ten minutes every object 
symbolizing prison repression is 
on fire. 

“The police and assault guards 
are forced out of the center of 
the prison and ‘into the first 
story. But the prisoners run like 
bloodhounds after them, The 
first gate is shattered. Nothing 
is too strong for this multitude 
of enraged revolutionary work- 
evs. The strongest gate is torn 
down, One gate after the other 
is taken. They reach the last gate 
opening on the outside world. 
They stop, Four Russian machine 
guns are trained on them, ready 
to open fire! 


A Prisoner Killed 


“A conference takes place bet- 
ween the prisoners and the as- 
sault guards. The guards must 
be convinced they have nothing 
to do with the fascists. Cries of 
fraternity, anti-fascist and rev- 
olutionary songs fill the air. 
These are tense moments. A 
wounded prisoner is carried to 
the gate. He is dying, A bullet 
has crashed into his head. His 
dying agony convinces the guards. 
The machine-guns are withdrawn, 
The prisoners leave the gate to 
carry away their wounded com- 
rade. From his mouth gushes a 
stream of blood. 

“Then a dead comrade is car- 
ried out—an English communist, 
member of the International 
Brigade! One of his comrades 
addresses the guards, amid com- 
plete silence. Some of the guards 
lower their eyes in shame. 

“A committee confers with the 
prison authorities. Their propos- 
als ave rejected by the mass of 
prisoners waiting behind the 
gate. They prefer to die on the 
spot, like the Englishman and six 
others who have been found dead 
within the prison. 


Last Gate Demolished 


“A hundred hands begin to 
tear down the last gate. The 
erucial moment is here. What 
awaits them beyond that gate? 
Freedom or slaughter? The 
machine-guns are again wheeled 
back into position, 
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“Then the attack begins. The 
prisoners use one last argument: 
They lift the English volunteer 
into their arms. His head rests 
on the iron bars of the last gate, 
Then the prisoners see the flash 
of the machine-guns. They fall 
back. The corpse rolls off behind 
the gate. 

“Several hundred guards enter, 
firing with revolvers and rifles. 
The confusion is horrible. The 
prisoners are forced to retreat 
to their cells, The movement is 
defeated. 


Reprisals Begin 


“Then the reprisals begin, The 
prisoners are removed from their 
cells and herded into the peni- 
tentiary in the basement. All are 
undressed before they enter, For 
four hours, they remain here. 
For four hours, young and old, 
those in good health and those 
who are sick, sweat in this mo- 
dern Stalinist version of the Cal- 
cutta Black Hole. The object of 
this forced nudism is to pile 
fresh humiliations on the prison- 
ers: revolutionists in the nude! 

“While they are held here, 
police searched every cell, No- 
thing of any value is left. All 
is destroyed or taken away. 
When the prisoners are returne 
to their cells in the evening, they 
weep with rage at this devasta- 
tion, Franco’s Moors pillaging a 
deserted village would have done 
no worse than these police, The 
Popular Front has gained another 
rear-guard victory! 

“As for the workers’ organiza- 
tions, part of the government, 
they remain silent—covered with 
shame!" 


Union 
Briefs 


FORD PLANT SPEED-UP 


The United Automobile Work- 
ers of America have acquired an 
interesting affidavit in their Ford 
drive, from which we quote: “A 
slave-driving foreman: kept-those 
boys moving faster than the men 
on other production jobs. The 
average age of the boys was 
about fifteen. Several older gra- 
duates of the Trade School serv- 
ed as straw bosses, and the pace 
they set was so fast that several 
of the men from the distributor 
division refused to go back to 


work on carburetors the next 
day.... 
“During the lunch hout, 


twenty minutes, one of the boys 
bought himself an ice-cream on 
a stick. When the bell rang he 
was just about to put the last 
of it in his mouth. The foreman 
saw him and made him take 
fifteen minutes more to finish it 
and docked the boy for the time 
lost." 


SOUTH ORGANIZES 


The United Hosiery Worker 
reports under “Unions in the 
South”; In Durham, N. C., textile, 
tobacco and service trade work- 
ers are organized. Also moving 
picture operators and barbers. 
Liggett and Myers and the 
American Tobacco Co. are al- 
most completely organized, with 
substantial wage gains. The 
Centrai Labor Union (A.F.L.) 
and the Durham Industrial 
Council (C.1.0.) work hand in 
hand. In the hosiery industry el- 
sewhere “fining and docking sys- 
tems are prevalent,” so that at 
the end of a day’s work some 
workers just break even with 
the boss or net 50 cents. 


“BANEFUL INFLUENCE” 


By a referendum vote of 35,- 
730 to 12,115 the membership of 
the International Typographical 
Union recently voted against 
paying an assessment levied by 
the A.F.L. to provide a war 
chest for fighting the C.I.O. 
By a vote of almost 15 to 1 the 
officers are instructed not to re- 
cognize the authority of the 
A.F.L. to levy an assessment 
without approval by referendum 
vote, and the A.F.L. is denied 
authority in questions of juris- 
diction or autonomy. The coming 
general elections, however, find 
the Independents, who are 
Green’s stooges, with the follow+ 
ing program: “The C.1.0. and. 
its destructive activities have 
created a baneful influence in 
the labor movement.” (Frank 
Morvison.) The Independents may 
draw some strength because of 
the administration's generosity 
to the bosses in spreading the 
forty-hour week over six days. 
This has worked against the un- 
employed union members. 


ASK FOR THE APPEAL 
| AT YOUR NEWSSTAND 


3 SOCIALIST APPEAL JUNE 18, 1938 
Stalinists Oust Selves Mpls. Unions Show | 
From Anti-Nazi Drive Method Of Ending 


Socialist Appeal 
‘Vol. II. - No. 25. Saturday, June 18, 1938 
Published every week by the 


{SOCIALIST APPEAL PUBLISHING ASYN. 
at 116 University Place, New York, N. Y. 
Telephone: National Office: ALgonquin 4-8547 


Subscriptions: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for 6 
-months. Foreign: $2.50 per year. Bundle order 
"$ cents per copy. Single copies 5 cents. 

All checks and money orders should be made 
out to the Socialist Appeal. 


Entered as second-class matter September 
1987 at the post office at New York, New York, 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


MAX SHACHTMAN 
Editor. 


HAROLD ROBERTS FRANK GRAVES 


Associate Editors. 
S. STANLEY 


Business Manager. 


Progress In Akron 


The report in last week's issue about 
the decision of various A.F. of L. and 
C.I.O. unions in Akron to establish a 
‘United Labor Defense Council” on a 
permanent basis for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the unions’ right of picketing and 
guarding the civil liberties of labor, is 
a welcome sign of progress. 


Coming on the heels of the murderous 
assault by company thugs and Akron 
police upon the Goodyear picket line, the 
action of the unions takes on additional 
significance. 


The rubber workers of Akron, organ- 
ized a few years ago, have already dis- 
tinguished themselves by their militancy, 
fearlessness and determination to win. 
They are among the vanguard of Amer- 
ican labor. They have now fortified their 
record by the important step of over- 
coming the division in labor’s ranks and 
uniting A.F. of L. and C.I.O. unions in- 
to a common front. Nobody will quarrel 
with the aims of this front; on the con- 
trary, every worker will salute it cordi- 
ally. 


Now that Akron labor has taken the 
first step; it should take the second. The 
United Labor Defense Committee needs 
the widest support from the ranks. If the 
rights to picket, to strike, to organize, to 
free speech and assembly, are really to 
be preserved from reactionary attack, 
the United Labor Defense Committee 
‘must have at its disposal hundreds, if 
not thousands, of courageous workers 
ready at a moment’s notice to defend 
themselves from the reaction with every 
available means. The Akron labor move- 
ment has thousands of such workers, 
ready to respond to the first call. 


A committee of a dozen or a score of 
persons, no matter how willing, cannot, 
by itself, protect the picket line or other 
labor rights. That job requires mass 
support. And by mass support, nothing 
else can be meant than selected, trained, 
disciplined fighters, properly organized 
and democratically led, who will know 
how to protect the union’s rights from 
assaults of mobsters, uniformed or other- 
wise. 


Akron has already set the pace for 
American labor in many fields. Let it 
Mow take the initiative in organizing the 
first important Labor Defense Guard. 
Such a step would be an unforgettable 
service to the working class, and a ter- 
rific blow to reaction. 


Thomas In Queer Company 


Many are the crimes that have been 
committeed in the name of Liberty. But 
seldom has a more sinister burlesque on 
that mouth-filling word been perpetrat- 
éd than is done by the movement just 
launched under the patriotic title of “Na- 
tional Rededication.” 


“We are not interested,” announced 
its acting director, Mr. Hermann Hage- 
dorn, in making public the names of the 
national committee, “in criticizing any- 
body or attacking anybody. Our pur- 
pose is to state the case for liberty and 
democracy as expressed in the Declara- 
tion of Independence and guaranteed by 
ithe Constitution of the United States.” 


In their statement, the sponsors of the 
National Rededication say: “Liberty has 
been destroyed in many of the leading 
hations. Openly or secretly, alien rev- 
a forces are seeking the over- 

row of free governments. The glori- 
fication of violence and the resurgence 
of racial and religious intolerance are 
everywhere endangering democracy. The 
only answer to militant autocracy is a 
democracy, informed, united, revitaliz- 
ed and aflame.” 


The organization will have among its 
purposes “to rekindle the public mind 
to the splendor of America’s free institu- 
tions . . . to stimulate that faith which 
has been the nation’s strength—faith in 


liberty, faith in man, faith in America 
and faith in God.” And among other 
special observances during its six-month 
“educational campaign on the signific- 
ance of democratic institutions” will be 
the Fourth of July and Armistice Day. 


Who are the ladies and gentlemen so 
vitally concerned with guarding Liberty 
and smashing the “alien revolutionary 
forces . . „seeking the overthrow of free 
governments?” Among them we find 
such illustrious democrats as the reaction- 
ary- gentleman from Virginia, Richard 
E. Byrd; the agent of the House of Mor- 
gan and former candidate for president, 
John W. Davis; the democratic Hero of 
Anacostia, Herbert Hoover; the late 
candidate for president put forward by 
DuPonts and the Liberty League—Al- 
fred Landon; the red-baiting specialist 
of the A. F. of L., Matthew Woll; and 
the head of the General Electric Com- 
pany, Owen D. Young. 


That this collection of reactionaries 
should seek to pose as guardians of li- 
berty, may be a fine piece of hypocrisy, 
but not entirely strange. Not at all 
strange is their eulogy of “America’s 
free institutions,” of the Constitution, 
of “faith in America and faith in God.” 
Their dislike of “alien revolutionary 
forces” dates back to and is of a piece 
with their ingrained hatred of the Rus- 
sian Revolution, of Marxism, socialism, 
communism, and all other doctrines and 
movements which they stamp as “alien.” 
They are people who have regarded the 
mild reforms of Roosevelt, and Roose- 
velt himself, as a modified American 
translation of Bolshevism. Their whole 
public record shows them to conceive 
the term “liberty” to mean the untramel- 
led freedom of reactiayary capitalism 
to exploit the masses and to crush all 
those who oppose it. Nor can “liberty” 
have any other meaning on their lips. 


For this perfectly obvious reason 
alone, the new movement is a cheap de- 
ception, a democratic, capitalist-patriotic 
mask for reaction. 

But side by side with Hoover, Landon, 
Young, Woll, Davis and Byrd, sits—we 
rub our eyes!— the national chairman 
of the Socialist Party, Norman Thomas. 
Has his party approved his participa- 
tion in this reactionary fraud or has he, 
as usual, committed the party without 
even consulting it? We are loath to be- 
lieve that there is one man in the S. P. 
who takes the ideas of socialism serious- 
ly, who will not immediately repudiate 
Thomas’ disgraceful and criminal col- 
laboration with such arch-enemies of 
labor and liberty as he is now associated 
with. 


When the Stalinist party proclaims it- 
self the defender of American capitalist 
democracy and “the splendor of Amer- 
ica’s free institutions,” this is universal- 
ly recognized as the measure of its self- 
degradation. What a low estate the So- 
cialist Party has fallen to when its na- 
tional chairman can blandly join hands 
for the same “free institutions” and the 
same chauvinistic drivel, with such pre- 
cious specimens as Herbert Hoover, 
Owen D. Young and John W. Davis! 


Deport ’Em! 


Last week’s press reported a letter 
from the March Federal grand jury in 
the Southern District of New York, to 
President Roosevelt, urging him to take 
steps towards the deportation of all 
aliens on relief who have lived in the 
United States three years without ob- 
taining first citizenship papers. 


We are sure that the gentlemen of the 
grand jury had no objection when, years 
ago, agents of the big corporations of the 
United States cajoled workers and pea- 
sants from South, Central and Eastern 
Europe into coming to this country by 
painting attractive pictures of its un- 
limited possibilities and unrestricted 
freedom. That was when the big cor- 
porations needed big reserves of cheap 
labor to keep the profit-wheels moving. 


Now, in the midst of the crisis, these 
same gentlemen are unwilling to continue 
giving these workers even that miserable 
relief which they are now getting and 
which constitutes only a tiny fraction of 
the profits they helped to pile up for the 
capitalist class in this country. Rather, 
they propose mass deportations on the 


grounds that ... they are not citizens! 


We wonder if this insolent demand 
was made on the assumption that it 
would be supported also by the Stalinist 
party, which recently disqualified from 
membership all “aliens” who are not 100 
per cent American citizens? 
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SAN FRANCISCO. — Com-{6. Delegates from the German- 
reached a| American League 


munist Party heads 
new all-time low in Wankruptcy 
(to say nothing of perfidy) at a 
united front conference held here 
June 6, where they attempted to 
exclude the Socialist Workers 
Party from the anti-Nazi move- 
ment and capture control of that 
movement for themselves. 

To understand the full signific- 
ance of what has happened it is 
necessary to recapitulate what 
has taken place in the past few 
weeks. On about May 20th it was 
learned that the German-Ameri- 
can Bund, an open Nazi outfit, 
was planning on holding a state 
convention in San Francisco on 
May 29. Almost instantly a wave 
of resentment at this flagrant 
challenge swept the San Fran- 
cisco labor movement. 


Picketing Announced 


A few days later the German- 
American League 


militantly anti-Nazi, announced 


through its secretary, Evie Rix, | ang Republicans! 


that it would picket the conven- 


tion and called for mass support.) Communist Party delegate rose 


Among the organizations which 
responded were the Socialist 
Workers Party, the United Anti- 
Nazi Council (Stalinist control- 
led), a number of unions and the 
Communist Party. The Socialist 
Party (Clarityites) allowed its 
name to be used but did not send 
delegates or turn out for the de- 
monstration later. 

Because they came in after the 
Trotskyists and because the real 
core of the movement was repre- 
sented by Rix, the Stalinists were 
unable to keep from uniting with 
the Socialist Workers Party in 
this demonstration, Their only 
choice was to go along or with- 
draw from the action. They chose 
the first, but not without insist- 
ing that all participants hide the 
names of their organizations. To 
achieve this, they of course had 
to be the first to lower their 
own banner. The S.W.P. dele- 
gates objected but refused to 
break the united front on this 
point. Despite this, their banners 
stood out in the picket line like 
a beacon light because of their 
working class content. 


An Inspiration 


As for the demonstration it 
was beyond question one of the 
most inspiring and militant ac- 
tions seen in San Francisco since 
the great strikes of 1934-36. An 


estimated two to three thousand: 


took part in the picketing and 
three or four times that many 
jammed the streets before Cali- 
fornia Hall cheering the march- 
ers. When the line was officially 
dismissed at approximately 9 
p. m., most of the workers re- 
turned to the hall and remained 
there despite police efforts to 
disperse them until the conven- 
tion adjourned. 


Such a show of anti-fascist 
sentiment naturally led those who 
had been instrumental in awaken- 
ing it to make an effort to further 
expand such a splendid move- 
ment. On the morning following 
the demonstration the united 
front committee met to discuss 
ways and means to continue and 
enlarge still further the struggle 
against Nazism. At this meeting 
the delegate from the Stalinist 
United Anti-Nazi Council in- 
formed the committee that his 
organization had already called 
a city-wide conference for just 
such a purpose, He invited the 
committee as a whole to parti- 
cipate in that conference, where 
ways and means of fighting the 
Nazis would be discussed and 
acted on. His invitation was ac- 
cepted unanimously, no objec- 
tions being made by either him 
or the Communist Party delegate 
to the fact that this invitation 
included the Trotskvites, who 
not only were on the united front 
committee but were represented 
in the steering committee of five 
which conducted the demonstra- 
tion. 

With these events as a back- 
ground the city-wide conference 
convened on the evening of June 


for Culture, | sible to draw in other political 


for Culture, 
the Socialist Workers Party and 
the Young Peoples Socialist 
League, the Socialist Party and 
their Young Peoples Socialist 
League, were present. The ba- 
lance of the delegates, with a 
few exceptions, were from the 
Communist Party, the Stalinist- 
dominated middle class groups 
and unions with Stalinist admi- 
nistrations. Approximately 150 
attended. 

Taking the chair, the repre- 
sentative from the United Anti- 
Nazi Council opened the meeting 
by announcing that no delegates 
from political parties would be 
seated! When it was pointed out 
that political parties had been 
expressly invited, he and half a 
hundred other disguised Stalinists 
rose to point out how such parties 
as were present would give the 
conference a left wing (no less!) 
tinge and thus make it impos- 


®roups such as the Democrats 
And then, to 
make the maneuver complete, the 


and announced that he agreed 
with the above arguments and so 
the C.P. would withdraw (sic!) 
from the conference. 


Exclusion Voted 


Delegates from the S.W.P., 
the Socialist Party and the Ger- 
man-American League for Cul- 
ture were told by the chairman 
—when they protested—that this 
had long been a rule of the Anti- 
Nazi Council. He was reminded 
that these delegates had not 
come to affiliate to the Council 
but to form a united front with 
it for specific actions. Unperturb- 
ed he entertained a motion to 
exclude political parties and of 
course got an overwhelming 
majority, practically every dele- 
gate but those from the protest- 
ing organizations voting “aye.” 
These latter then withdrew to 
caucus and decided to return as 
individual observers with voice 
and no vote. 

The rest of the meeting was 
devoted to discussing ways of 
spreading the boycott against 
German goods and enlisting the 
unions for a boycott of California 
Hall. The discussion was inter- 
rupted repeatedly by efforts on 
the part of the chairman and 
others to get Rix to reconsider 
his withdrawal — efforts which 
met with a firm refusal. And so, 
once more, the Stalinists wound 
up shaking hands with them- 
selves. They have demonstrated 
to all who have eyes to see that 
they much prefer unity with the 
organizations of the capitalists 
than with those of the working 
class. Just as Harry Bridges, 
West Coast C.I.O. director, in 
carrying out the C.P. program, 
smashes picket lines of the Sail- 
ors Union and then meets with 
the Committee of 43 (industrial- 
ists) to end “industrial strife” 
(read, break strikes) so the Sta- 
limsts in the Anti-Nazi move- 
ment prefer unity with the 
bosses’ political parties to unity 
with those of the workers, 


Stalinists Oust Themselves 


To sum up, the workers in San 
Francisco have come out on the 
streets against the Nazis, The 
core of their movement was and 
is the German-American League 
for Culture. In an effort to cap- 
ture this movement and exclude 
the other political groups from 
it the Stalinists have alienated 
this all important core and in 
effect excluded themselves from 
the anti-fascist struggle. Mean- 
while, those organizations which 
were forced to walk out of the 
conference are planning to hold 
a genuine united front meeting 
in the near future to carry on 
the work begun the night of May 
29. The Stalinists have made 
their choice of whom they wish 
to unite with, but this will not 
keep the organizations of the 
workers from uniting and carry- 
ing on the magnificent fight they 
have launched against the Nazis 
and fascism in general, 


IES = a 


Bloody Reign Of Terror In 
Jamaica Still Continuing 


The score for “democratic’ 
British imperialism, in its bloody 
suppression of the Jamaica work- 
ers who have struck against 
their wretched conditions, mount- 
ed to twelve killed when a 
striker was shot by police in the 
parish of Trelawney on June 7. 
Two strikers shot the previous 
day at Luidasvale were in a 
critica] condition. On the same 
day sailors landed from the 
British cruiser Ajax to help “keep 
order.” 

The 


strike of the Kingston 


power plant workers, which had 
left the city without light and 
power, was settled last week, but 
strikes continued in rural areas, 
with the workers burning cane 
fields in some districts. 

A British Guiana-West Indies 
labor conference meeting in 
Georgetown, British Guiana, on 
June 8, sent a cable expressing 
sympathy with the Jamaica 
strikers and condemning the use 
of bayonets and rifles against 


them. 
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CIO-AFL Disputes 


Jurisdiction Quarrel In 


Garages Settled By 
Firm Action 


By CARL O'SHEA 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.—The 
Minneapolis trde union move- 
ment, which both by example 
and by direct organizational aid 
has contributed so much to the 
American labor movement, last 
week executed a brilliant plan to 
end an A.F.L.-C.1.0. dispute 
in the local garage industry 
which had been precipitated by 
the Communist Party and was 
endangering unionism in the in- 
dustry and the city. 

The Minneapolis solution ta such 
jurisdictional disputes should 
prove of great interest to other 
sections of the labor movement 
cursed with similar internecine 
struggles, 


Background of Dispute 


In order to weigh the merits 
of the Minneapolis solution, one 
must know the background of the 
dispute. Briefly, last August the 
Stalinist leaders of the three 
A.F.L. machinists locals induc- 
ed part of the membership to 
withdraw from their Internation- 
al and join the C.1.0. Solely a 
job-saving device on the part of 
the Stalinists, the move was con- 
demned by the “Northwest Or- 
ganizer and the progressive 
labor movement as a crime, for 
the following reasons: 

1. The locals had signed agree- 
ments with the bosses. The split 
would give the bosses a chance 
to renew their fight on unionism; 

2. The split isolated the ma- 
chinists from their brothers on 
a national scale; 


None Better Organized 


3. Nowhere else in the country 
were the machinists organized 
on so broad a basis as in Min- 


neapolis, In fact, industrial 
unionism prevailed in the in- 
dustry; 

4. By raiding an established 


industrial union, the Stalinists 
only confused and disrupted the 
local labor movement, serving 
neither the interests of the work- 
ers in the C.1.0. or in the A.F.L, 
While condemning the Com- 
munist Party for its utter irres- 
ponsibility in splitting the A.F.L. 
machinists, progressives pointed 
out that part of the blame for 
the disastrous situation rested 
on the shoulder of the Machin- 
ists International, which by its 
stupid policies in the past, and 
its lack of decisiveness, had fur- 
nished the unscrupulous Stalin- 
ists with an excuse to split and 
weaken the labor movement, 


Bosses Seize Chance 


Nine months have passed since 
the split occurred. The old union 
contract had expired and the 
garage owners, organized in the 
Auto Dealers Association, were 
refusing to sign new agreements. 

At this point, the labor move- 
ment took a hand in the situa- 
tion. Recently there was set up 
a Policy Committee, consisting 
of eight elected representatives 
—two each from the Central 
Labor Union, the Allied Printing 
Trades Council, the Building 
Trades Council and the Teamst- 
ers Joint Council, to put an end 
to the plague of jurisdictional 
disputes and to deal with broader 
phases of the union movement, 


Policy Committee Plan 


The Policy Committee called in 
leaders of the two Machinists 
Unions (the C.1.0. and the 
A.F.L.) and after several meet- 
ings made the following recom- 
mendations: 

1. Negotiations with the em- 
ployers committee to start at 
once, with representatives of both 
unions sitting in; 

2. An election to be held within 
five days after an agreement has 
been reached. The majority vote 
of the workers involved, cast for 
either union, is to decide which 
union is to be the bargaining 
agent for all employees; 3. Ir- 
respective of the eleation out- 
come, the right of any worker 
ta belong to any union of his 
choosing ‘is not to be impaired; 
4. The vote and election machi- 
nery to held by the National 
Labor Board through arrange- 
ments with a joint union com- 
mittee, 


Stalinists Renege 


The Stalinists who spoke for 
the C.1.0. signified they would 
go along with the above plan, 
and then, without warning, pro- 
ceeded to independent negotia- 
tions with the employers. 

At this point, the Minneapolis 
Central Labor Union stepped in 
and unanimously adopted a re- 
solution condemning the C.I.0. 
machinists’ leaders and calling 
upon the labor movement to sup- 
port the policy committee in car- 
rying out its decision. 

The Stalinists, who talk a lot 
about industrial unionism, then 
came forward with the proposal 
to hold elections in each garage, 
the union receiving the majority 


Noah London Reported 


Executed In Moscow! 


A report has reached the United States that Noah London has 
been executed in Moscow, and there is good reason to believe 


that the report it true. 
Who was Noah London? 


He was a founder of the Communist Party of the United States 
and a leader of its Jewish Federation for years. A true proletar- 
jan, raised jn the misery and poverty of New York's East Side, 
he devoted his whole life to the revolutionary movement. Speaker, 
organizer and writer, he was known to thousands of Jewish 
workers in New York and elsewhere, 


HELPED FOUND 


THE FREIHEIT 


Among the leading spirits in the foundation of the first Jewish 


communist daily newspaper—the 


Freiheit—he was a member of 


its editorial staff all during the early years of its existence. 
In addition he was a member of the Educational Committee of 
the party and one of the directors of the C.P. Workers School 


since its foundation, 


Several years ago, he voluntarily gave up a well-paying posi- 
tion as engineer with one of New York's big corporations and 


went to the Soviet Union with 


his wife, to place his technical 


talent at the disposal of Soviet economy. He left for Russia 
with a recommendation from the American Communist party to 


the Soviet authorities. 


Why was this old communist militant executed? To those 
who knew him and worked with him in the past—eyen to those 
who could not agree with his political aceeptance of Stalinism 
—it is inconceivable that he should have committed any crime 


against the revolution or the 
punishment. 


Soviet Union to merit capital 


STALINIST PRESS KEEPS SILENT 


And the fact the official communist press has 


been ab- 


solutely silent about his case only strengthens the suspicion that 


Noah London was murdered by 


the Stalinist assassins. 


We know that hundreds of foreign-born communists—leaders 
and rank and filers—well known in the German, Hungarian, 
Polish, Greek and other movements have been murdered on 
Soviet soil by the G.P.U. But this is the first case we know 
of which involves an American communist, 

What has Moissaye Olgin, London’s old friend, political col- 
league and collaborator on the Freiheit, to say about the case? 
What have his other old associates to say about it? Why is there 
no statement at all from the party of which he was a member? 


The labor public is entitled to a plain-spoken explanation! 


July New International To 
Have Article By Trotsky 


The July issue of the New 
International, which is now be- 
ing prepared, will contain a 
number of interesting articles 
which are sure to keep the cir- 
culation of the review mounting 
at the rate it has been growing 
up to now. 


Leon Trotsky contributes a}, 


new article called “Learn to 
Think” on the war question and 
the principles and tacties which 
revolutionary internationalists are 
called upon to follow in the 
course of wars of variant cha- 
racter, 

Maurice Spector is writing an- 
other article on the New Deal's 


present status and the situation 
in the United States. 

The significance of the recent 
convention of the Communist 
Party, its new constitution and 
general political orientation, will 
be dealt with in an article by 
Max Shachtman. 

In the “Discussion” section of 
the review will be-printed letters 
by Victor Serge, from Paris, anc 
Dwight. MacDonald, of the Parti- 
san Review, commenting on ar- 
ticles about the. Kronstadt up- 
rising by Leon Trotsky and John 
G. Wright in preceding issues. 
The editors are including a reply 
to the contributors. 


in each garage to represent all 
workers in the establishment. 
Such a policy would have gua- 
ranteed that the industry would 
remain split up into several 
unions, and would have offered 
the bosses their opportunity to 
smash all vestiges of unionism 
in the industry, The employers 
had already taken the hint by 
refusing to sign working agree- 
ments with either union. 

The union movement then 
really cracked down. On Thurs- 
day, June 2, the A.F.L. union 
called a strike in all garages. 
It was an impressive demonstra- 
tion of strength. Forty-eight 
hours later the Stalinists capi- 
tulated. 

An agreement was signed by 
both unions, plus the policy com- 
mittee, to hold an election by June 
15 in all garages, both the A.F.L, 
and €.1.0. appointing a com- 
mittee of three to work out with 
the labor board the details im- 
valved in the preparation and 
holding of the election; imme- 
diately following the election, 
the union contract to be turned 
over to the union certified by the 
election; no worker to lose his 
job or union affiliation as a re- 
sult of his position in this dis- 
pute. 

As soon as Minneapolis em- 
ployers saw that the union move- 
ment was not going to permit the 
jurisdictional dispute to weaken 
the fight against the garage own- 
ers, they agreed to sign a con- 
tract calling for a continuation 
of present wage scales and work- 
ing conditions. 

No matter which way the elec- 
tion goes, the workers in the 


industry are assured that union- 
ism will prevail and that pre- 
scales 


viously-won wage will 


continue. 
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Chilean Stalinists 
Ally With Fascists 


An alliance between the Com- 
munist Party of Chile and the 
“Union Socialista,” open support- 
ers of the Nazis, has been ex- 
posed by the Partido Obrero 
Revolutionario (Revolutionary 
Workers Party,) Chilean section 
of the Fourth International. 

The “Union” has been openly 
supporting the Nazi candidate, 
Ibanez, in his campaign, first for 
the presidency, and then, when 
he dramatically withdrew in 
favor of Aguirre, candidate of 
the People’s Front (!), for the 
senate. The Stalinists, publicly 
raising their fists in support of 
the bourgeois - landowner politi- 
cian, Aguirre, at the same time 
were selling on the streets of 
Santiago, together with members 
of the “Union” and regular 
Nazis, the newspaper “Clamor,” 
propaganda sheet for Ibanez! 

The Stalinists further support 
the presence of the “Union” in 
the “anti--fascist” People’s Front, 
and the Stalinist paper “Frente 
Popular” published the portrait 
of the “valiant” Nazi deputy, 
Gonzales, who fired a pistol shot 
in Congress in protest against 
the entry of President Alessan- 
dri, who has come out against 
both the Nazis and the People’s 
Front! 


Labor Action Needed 


The P.O.R. has issued a call 
for independent class action 
against the bourgeois candidates 
Aguirre and Ross, and has called 
upon the militant elements within 
the Socialist Party to fight 
against the class-collaborationist 
tactics of the party leadership 
who withdrew the Socialist can- 
didate, Grove, in favor of Aguir- 
re 


The P.O.R. has also piven 
critical support to the local can- 
didates of the Socialist Party, 
the election issue of “Allianza 
Obrera” raising the slogans: 
“Repudiate the bourgeois, ‘radie- 
al,’ ‘democratic’ and Stalinist 
candidates of the People’s Front! 
Against the bourgeois and land- 
owner reaction! Against Ross, 
Ibanez, and Aguirre! Vote for 
the candidates of the Socialist 
Party!" 


